
Curriculum Guide 

Key Stage 4 



Our Vision  

To be an outstanding learning community that is 

internationally-minded, inspiring all members 

to achieve their potential.  

  

Our Mission  

At Bangkok Prep we will ensure that:  

learners will reach their full potential both academically and in preparation for life 

beyond Bangkok Prep; 

we will provide an enriched curriculum in which innovation, sustainability, creativity 

and health are highlighted; 

we will inspire students to achieve their best through collaborative learning in a safe 

and enjoyable learning environment; 

we will develop globally minded, passionate learners who uphold the Bangkok Prep 

Life Values of being honest, holding high moral standards and having integrity and 

empathy towards others. 



At Bangkok Prep we offer an innovative and engaging curriculum that runs from Early Years, right 

through to Year 13. Based upon the skills and objectives of the Early Years Curriculum, National 

Curriculum for England, the IGCSE programme and the A Level programme, we deliver an academic 

curriculum that is world renowned and highly regarded. The school is highly successful in its pursuit of 

academic excellence and we operate well above the UK expected levels in all areas. 

 

We provide an adapted English curriculum that is internationally relevant and academically rigorous. We 

considering the whole child, developing student’s strengths and helping the to overcome their 

weaknesses with a strong and supportive formal and informal curriculum. 

 

As an international school it is important that our curriculum reflects the spectrum of cultures and 

nationalities that are represented in our community, whilst remaining true to our English curriculum 

roots. We have a strong focus on being ‘Internationally Minded’ and endeavour to deliver a significant 

proportion of our curriculum in an international context. 

 

An English Curriculum 
in an International Context 



Aside from our academic curriculum, Bangkok Prep students also 

take part in various informal learning opportunities, including a 

thorough ‘Life Values’ curriculum, that runs throughout the 

Primary and Secondary school. Our school ‘Life Values’ comprise of 

a series of skills and qualities that an ideal Bangkok Prep student 

would possess, and teachers and students work hard to embed 

these ideas into all aspects of their learning. Each month of the 

academic year has a dedicated Life Value focus and sets the ‘Value 

of the Month’ theme for assemblies and other informal learning. 

In addition to this, Bangkok Prep is also committed to the development of a sustainable global 

community. Our curriculum is rich and varied, interweaving our Life Values and placing emphasis on the 

skills needed to become responsible global citizens. We are committed to the promotion of the UN’s 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development, interweaving the goals within our curriculum  and actively 

seek opportunities to not only develop our children’s understanding of global issues, but to encourage 

and empower them to take action. 

Preparing Globally 
Responsible Citizens 

We aim to develop the leaders of tomorrow who will create 

and innovate to build a better world. 



Curriculum Overview 
The curriculum in Years 10 and 11 offers a combination of IGCSE and GCSE courses run 
by two UK-based examination boards: 
 

IGCSE - International General Certificate of Secondary Education     

This is run by the Edexcel and Cambridge Assessment International Examinations 
boards.  

GCSE - General Certificate of Secondary Education  

We offer GCSE courses by Pearson Edexcel. 

 

Both of these examination boards fully equip our students to continue their education in any other 
system after Year 11. 

Final written examinations are taken at the end of Year 11. Results of coursework and practical 
assessments are often combined with examination results to determine the final grades. 

In most subjects, the final examination grades at IGCSE are based upon an eight point scale of A*-G.  In 
Edexcel GCSEs, students will be graded on a 9-1 scale.  

Both the 9-1 and A*-G scale are roughly similar: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE and IGCSE results represent the usual level of entry to Advanced Level Courses – AS in Year 12 and 
A Level in Year 13. Most schools require students to achieve at least B grades in the subjects they study 
at AS level (if applicable). The absolute minimum requirement for A level study at Bangkok Prep is A* to 
C grades in at least FIVE subjects. 

 

Entry to UK and other universities is increasingly competitive and it is no longer the case that excellent 
examination results alone are enough to ensure entry onto a chosen course. In addition to academic 
excellence, it is expected that students will have engaged in a broad range of educational and extra-
curricular activities. It is also expected that students will have helped others through pursuits such as 
community service and raising funds for charities. Involvement in some kind of work experience is also 
considered to be most beneficial. It is very important that students become actively engaged in such 
pursuits during Years 10 and 11. 



The most valuable assessment which takes place is informal. In every 

lesson, the teacher makes judgements about student progress and 

alters their teaching to suit students’ needs. This information also forms 

part of teachers’ core judgements about students’ progress. 

 

In addition to this, there are times when more formal assessment 

methods may be used. In Key Stage 4 students are assessed using I/

GCSE grades. 

 

Target Setting 

 

Students sit Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT4) at the end of Year 9. These 

will indicate students’ potential in each subject. Teachers will set a 

challenging target based on: 

 

 the information provided from the CAT4; 

 prior attainment; 

 their own judgement of the student’s potential. 

 

Reporting 

 

Parents will receive regular information on their child’s progress. Each year, parents will: 

 

 receive two Progress Reports; 

 receive one full written report with teacher comments; 

 receive information on their Mock Examination results; 

 have the opportunity to attend a Student Led Conference to discuss their child’s progress with their 
subject teachers. 

Assessment, Target Setting 
and Reporting 



Core Subjects 

English  

Mathematics 

Science 

World Language 



Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: First Language English (0500) 

What is this subject all about? 

The aims of the IGCSE First Language English course are to train students to become skilled users of the English Language, 
both in reading it and producing it. At the end of the course students will be able to understand and respond to what they 
read, hear and experience; communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively; and to enjoy and appreciate a wide 
variety of language. Students will also find that their proficiency in English complements their ability to work with 
information in other areas of study.  

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1 Reading Passages (worth 50% of the total marks) 

Students answer three compulsory questions (comprehension, summary and language) on three texts which may be on a 

similar topic. Text A and Text B will be 700–750 words in length and Text C will be 500–650 words in length.  

Comprehension task in response to Text A: students respond to a series of sub-questions. These include short answers 

testing understanding of both explicit and implicit meanings.  

Summary task: This question requires students to respond to Text B. Candidates answer a selective summary task in their 

own words. Candidates write their summary as continuous writing of no more than 120 words.  

Language task: This question requires students to respond to Text C. Candidates write about 200–300 words.  

Extended response to reading: Students write about 250–350 words, responding in one of the following text types: letter, 

report, journal, speech, interview and article.  

AND:  Paper 2 Directed Writing and Composition (worth 50% of the total marks) 

Students answer one question on a passage or passages totalling 650–750 words, and complete a composition task from a 

choice of four titles. This examination is eligible for Grades A–G and is worth 50% of the total marks. 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*- G.  

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE First Language English please speak to your English teacher or Mrs Cox 

 read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding, enjoying and appreciating a variety of 
language; 

 write accurately and effectively, using standard English appropriately; 

 work with information and with ideas in language by developing skills of evaluation, analysis, use and 
inference; 

 listen to, understand, and use spoken language effectively; 

 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 English, students will:  

English Language 



Aims  

In Key Stage 4 English, students will:  

English Literature Year 11  

 enjoy the experience of reading literature.  

 understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods 

and cultures.  

 communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively.  

 appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects.  

 experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth. 

 explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern.  

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations. English Literature (0475). 

What is this subject all  about? 

The syllabus enables learners to read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study of literature in English. 

Learners develop an understanding of literal meaning, relevant contexts and of the deeper themes or attitudes 

that may be expressed. Through their studies, they learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers 

use English to achieve a range of effects, and will be able to present an informed, personal response to the 

material they have studied.  

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Poetry and Prose 

A 1 hour and 30 minute paper to respond to a poem and a short story which will be covered on the course. 
Students need to answer 2 questions in an extended essay. This paper is worth 50% of the total marks. 

Paper 3: Drama—Open Text 

A 45 minute written exam where students will respond to a drama text studied in class. This paper is worth 25% 
of the total marks. 

Component 5—Coursework 

Candidates submit a portfolio of two assignments (600–1200 words each). Each assignment should be based on 
the study of one complete text.  The assignments must be on different texts. One of the assignments may be on 
a text set for Papers 1,and 3.  Collectively both assignments are worth 25% of the total marks. 

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE First Language English please speak to your English teacher or Mrs Cox 

(fcox@bkkprep.ac.th). 

mailto:asherburn@bkkprep.ac.th


Aims  

In Key Stage 4 English, students will:  

English Literature Year 10  

 enjoy the experience of reading literature.  

 understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods and cultures.  

 communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively.  

 appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects.  

 experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth. 

 explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern.  

Examination Board 

Pearson Edexcel  International GCSE in English Literature (4ET1) 

What is this subject all  about? 

The syllabus enables learners to read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study of literature in English. 

Learners develop an understanding of literal meaning, relevant contexts and of the deeper themes or attitudes 

that may be expressed. Through their studies, they learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers 

use English to achieve a range of effects, and will be able to present an informed, personal response to the 

material they have studied.  

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Poetry and Modern Prose 

A 2 hour paper to respond to an unseen poem, anthology poetry and a modern prose which will be covered in 

the course. Students need to answer 3 questions in an extended essay. This paper is worth 60% of the total 

marks. 

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Text—Coursework 

Candidates submit a portfolio of two assignments (650–800 words each). Each assignment should be based on 

the study of one complete text.  The assignments must be on different texts.  Collectively both assignments are 

worth 40% of the total marks. 

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE English Literature please speak to your English teacher or Mrs Cox 

(fcox@bkkprep.ac.th).  

mailto:asherburn@bkkprep.ac.th


English Second Language 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: English as a Second Language (0510) 

What is this subject all  about? 

Learners will be presented with a variety of stimuli that will build up their skills in reading and writing. They will learn to 

select relevant details, understand the difference between what is directly stated and implied, and practise writing for 

different purposes and audiences. Learners will listen to a range of spoken material, including talks and conversations, in 

order to develop listening skills. Learners will engage in conversations on a variety of topics, and develop their skills in 

responding to different situations and audiences with a degree of accuracy and clarity.  

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language will enable learners to become independent users of English, and to be able 

to use English to communicate effectively in a variety of practical contexts.  

How will I be assessed? 

Written Paper (Core or Extended) 

Core: 90 minute written examination to assess a range of reading and writing skills. Students are able to achieve grades G—

C. 

Extended: 2 hour written paper to assess a range of reading and writing skills. Students are able to achieve grades E—A*. 

This paper is 50% of the final grade. 

Listening Paper (Core or Extended) 

Students listen to several short extracts and longer texts, and complete a range of task types, including short-answer 

questions, gap filling, matching, multiple choice and note-making. This paper is 50% of the final grade. 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

English is a core subject and therefore English as a Second Language is not an option for students, but provided 

for any student who is not at the level of English required for the First Language examination. 

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about English as a Second Language please speak to the Head of EAL, Mr C. Lea 

(clea@bkkprep.ac.th) or the Faculty Leader, Mr Sherburn (asherburn@bkkprep.ac.th). 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/  

 develop learners’ ability to use English effectively for the purpose of practical communication; 

 form a solid foundation for the skills required for further study or employment using English as the medium; 

 develop learners’ awareness of the nature of language and language-learning skills; 

 promote learners’ personal development.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 English, students will:  

mailto:asherburn@bkkprep.ac.th
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Mathematics 

Examination Board 

Edexcel (4MA1) 

What is this subject all about? 

In Key Stage 4, the ethos of the Key Stage 3 course is continued and extended. The course encourages the development of 

mathematical knowledge as a key life skill, making mathematics relevant to everyday situations. It aims to increase 

students’ investigative and practical mathematical skills, improve students’ ability to justify their reasoning and make 

interpretations from presented data and thereby use mathematics as a means of communicating ideas. Students will start 

to independently choose appropriate methods needed to solve various problems and appreciate that many areas of 

mathematics are interdependent and should be used to complement each other.  

How will I be assessed? 

Within each year group, students are setted to ensure that the curriculum is suitable for their ability and that they are 

entered for the correct level of assessment: Foundation or Higher. In Foundation, the maximum grade achievable is Grade 5 

or below. The Higher course allows students to gain Grade 9 and below. After two years of study, two papers are sat. 

Calculators are allowed in both. Both Foundation and Higher students will sit two, two-hour papers.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of 9-1.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

This course is compulsory for all students. 

Where can I find more information? 

Edexcel website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-

certificates.html 

Faculty Leader: Mr Woods (bwoods@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical 

methods and concepts; 

 acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems; 

 reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw 

conclusions; 

 comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information 

in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Mathematics, students will:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates.html
mailto:bwoods@bkkprep.ac.th


Specialist Science 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations:  Biology (0610), Chemistry (0620), and Physics (0625) 

What is this subject all about? 

The Specialist Pathway Science course allows students to study the three separate subjects of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. They learn about each science through a mix of theoretical and practical work. The course enables the students to 

understand how each scientific discipline contributes to the technological world in which they live and develop an interest 

in current scientific developments.  

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is by examination only (no coursework). There are three examinations in each subject, as below:   

A  multiple choice paper - (45 minutes, 30% of final marks) 

A written paper  - (1 hour 15 minutes, 50% of the final marks)  

An alternative to practical paper - (1 hour, 20% of the final marks)  

Students are awarded a separate grade in each science (i.e. a total of three IGCSEs)  

Students who are successful will be awarded 3 grades in the range A*- G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Sciences are compulsory for all students. Science Pathways will be decided at the end of Year 9 based on students ability in 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

Faculty Leader: Ms Caldwell (hcaldwell@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 make links between, understand key concepts and historical 

developments in Biology, Chemistry and Physics; 

 develop skills in observation, recording, risk assessment, analysis and 

evaluation to support practical science investigations; 

 learn how to research scientific ideas effectively and to present 

factual information in a structured and coherent way; 

 understand some of the applications and challenges of science in the 

“real world” and our responsibility in meeting them. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Biology, Chemistry and Physics students will:  

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
mailto:hcaldwell@bkkprep.ac.th


Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations:  Co-ordinated (Double) (0654) 

What is this subject all about? 

The Standard Science pathway allows students to study the three separate subjects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. They 

learn about each science through a mix of theoretical and practical work. The course enables the students to understand 

how each scientific discipline contributes to the technological world in which they live and develop an interest in current 

scientific developments.   

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is by examination only (no coursework). There are three examinations as below:   

A multiple choice paper - (45 minutes, 30% of final marks) 

A written paper— (2 hours, 50% of the final marks)  

An alternative to practical paper - (1 hour and 30 minutes, 20% of the final marks)  

Students are awarded two grades in total.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade in the range A*A*- GG.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Sciences are compulsory for all students. Science Pathways will be decided at the end of Year 9 based on students ability in 

and aptitude for the sciences. 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

 make links between, understand key concepts and historical developments in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics; 

 develop skills in observation, recording, risk assessment, analysis and evaluation to support practical 

science investigations; 

 learn how to research scientific ideas effectively and to present factual information in a structured 

and coherent way; 

 understand some of the applications and challenges of science in the “real world” and our 

responsibility in meeting them. 

Aims 

In KS4 Coordinated Science students will:  

Standard Science 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations:  Combined Science (0653) 

What is this subject all about? 

The Standard Science pathway allows students to study the three separate subjects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. They 

learn about each science through a mix of theoretical and practical work. The course enables the students to understand 

how each scientific discipline contributes to the technological world in which they live and develop an interest in current 

scientific developments.   

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is by examination only (no coursework). There are three examinations as below:   

A  multiple choice paper- (45 minutes, 30% of final marks) 

A written paper - (1 hour and 15 minutes, 50% of the final marks)  

An alternative to practical paper - (1 hour, 20% of the final marks)  

Students are awarded one grade in science.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade in the range A*- G  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Sciences are compulsory for all students. Science Pathways will be decided at the end of Year 9 based on students ability in 

and aptitude for the sciences. 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

 make links between, understand key concepts and historical developments in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics; 

 develop skills in observation, recording, risk assessment, analysis and evaluation to support practical 

science investigations; 

 learn how to research scientific ideas effectively and to present factual information in a structured 

and coherent way; 

 understand some of the applications and challenges of science in the “real world” and our 

Aims 

In KS4 Combined Science students will:  

Focus on Science 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Examination Board 

This subject is not examined. Students follow a bespoke Bangkok Prep Physical Education curriculum. 

What is this subject all about? 

Students will be able to participate in a variety of sports including: basketball, football, rugby, athletics, volleyball, tennis, 

badminton, table tennis, swimming, water polo and health related fitness. The main focus during these lessons is help 

students become lifelong participants in sport. 

How will I be assessed? 

There is no formal assessment for core Physical Education. The students are given feedback on their participation and 

performance during lessons and also in the key reporting windows throughout the year, directing students to areas of 

success and for development . 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

This course is compulsory for all students. 

Where can I find more information? 

Faculty Leader: Mr Jackson (ajackson@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 maintain a healthy, active lifestyle through a range of different 

sporting activities, whilst encouraging a life-long love of physical 

activity; 

 The main feature of teaching in this key stage is “the application and 

mastery of skills, whilst also giving students the chance to evaluate 

and analyse their own performance’. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Physical Education (Core) students will:  

Physical Education  

mailto:bcantrill@bkkprep.ac.th


World Languages 
French 

Japanese 

Mandarin 

Spanish 

Thai 



Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: French - Foreign Language (0520) 

What is this subject all about? 

This course enables students to develop a good understanding of French grammar so that they write and speak with greater 
confidence, fluency and accuracy. Also it will enrich and expand vocabulary covering five topic areas, so that students can 
understand more complex, challenging spoken and written texts. Students will learn key phrases and questions for everyday 
social situations and gain an insight into French culture.  

How will I be assessed? 

Assessed by external examinations in Year 11. Four skills are assessed. There is equal weighting for all four skills. There is no 
coursework component.     

Paper 1: listening examination. Externally assessed. 45 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks.  

Paper 2: Reading Examination. 60 minutes. Externally assessed. Worth 25% of the total marks.  

Paper 3: Speaking Examination. 15 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks. The examination is conducted by Bangkok Prep 
World Languages teachers but is moderated externally.    

Paper 4 Writing Examination. 60 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks. Externally assessed.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

 You want to enhance your CV by having a qualification for one of Europe’s most popular and economically 
significant languages. 

 You wish to improve your  knowledge of English grammar through studying the grammar of a key European 
language. 

 You want to acquire an understanding of the fascinating French culture. 

 You want to acquire a solid foundation for studying other Latin-based languages such as Italian and Spanish. 

 You love language learning. 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/
cambridge-igcse/ 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Chiponda (kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 Develop key communication skills in French in the four key areas: listening, reading, speaking and 

writing. 

 Gain an understanding of key grammatical concepts. 

 Become confident and effective communicators. 

 Develop an awareness of Francophone culture; music, poetry, art, festivals and important dates 

and develop a life-long love of language learning. 

Aims 

French 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
mailto:kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)


Japanese   

Examination Board 

Edexcel: Japanese (1JAO) 

What is this subject all about? 

The new Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Japanese has been developed to help students of all abilities 

progress and develop a passion for the language, through culturally engaging content. This is an engaging and inspirational 

course of study that will enable students to manipulate and use Japanese effectively, independently and creatively.  

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Japanese  

Written examination (25%) 

Paper 2: Speaking in Japanese (25%) 

Internally conducted and externally assessed 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Japanese (25%) 

Written examination  

Paper 4: Writing in Japanese (25%) 

Written examination  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of 9-1. 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

By taking this subject you can develop your ability to communicate confidently, express thoughts and ideas fluently, 

understand speech at normal speed, deepen knowledge about how the language works and acquire knowledge, skills and 

ways of thinking.  

Where can I find more information? 

Edexcel website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/  

Faculty Leader: Mrs Chiponda (kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 manipulate and use Japanese effectively, independently and 

creatively; 

 develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently in 

both speech and writing using Japanese; 

 develop a greater awareness and understanding of the Japanese 

culture as well as the identity of Japan. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Japanese students will:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/
mailto:kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)


Mandarin    

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Mandarin - Foreign Language (0547)  

What is this subject all about? 

The subject content is organised around five broad topic areas which provide contexts for the acquisition of vocabulary and 

the study of grammar and structures, so that they can understand more complex spoken and written texts. Through the 

study of these topic areas, students gain insight into target language countries and communities.  

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Listening  (35 minutes)  30 marks 

Paper 2: Reading  (75 minutes)   36 marks 

Paper 3: Speaking (15 minutes)  100 marks 

Paper 4: Writing (75 minutes)     45 marks 

Each paper constitutes 25% of the final grade. 

Areas of assessment  

Understanding and responding to both spoken and written language. 

Showing knowledge of a wide range and variety of vocabulary and accurately applying Mandarin grammar and structures 
when communicating in speech and in writing. 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

 develop an ability to use the language effectively for purposes of 

practical communication; 

 encourage positive attitudes towards language learning and towards 

speakers of foreign languages; 

 offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where 

Mandarin Chinese is spoken; 

 form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for 

progression to work or further study, either in the target language or 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Mandarin students will:  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

If you want to you want to learn more complex phrases and expressions in Mandarin, to enhance speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing skills, if you ant to learn more about the fascinating Chinese culture and the Chinese community, and if 

you wish to study a language that is becoming more economically, politically and culturally significant, not just in Asia, but 

throughout the world.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/
cambridge-igcse/ 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Chiponda (kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)  

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
mailto:kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)


Spanish   

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Spanish - Foreign Language (0530)  

What is this subject all about? 

The course enables students to develop a good understanding of Spanish grammar so that they that speak and write with 

greater accuracy and fluency. Also it will enrich and expand their vocabulary covering five topic areas, so that they can 

understand more complex spoken and written texts. Students will learn key phrases and questions for everyday social 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessed by external examinations in Year 11. Four skills are assessed. There is equal weighting for all four skills. There is no 

coursework component.    

Paper 1: listening examination. Externally assessed. 45 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks.  

Paper 2: Reading Examination. 60 minutes. Externally assessed.  Worth 25% of the total marks.  

Paper 3: Speaking Examination. 15 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks. The examination is conducted by Bangkok Prep 

World Languages teachers but is moderated externally.    

Paper 4 Writing Examination. 60 minutes. Worth 25% of the total marks. Externally assessed.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

If you want to you wish to enhance your CV by having a qualification for one of Europe’s and South America’s most 

economically significant and popular languages. Also if you want an understanding of the fascinating Spanish culture and 

you want to improve your knowledge of English grammar through the study of a key European language. You will acquire a 

good foundation for studying other Latin-based languages such as French and Italian. Spanish is great if you love language 

learning.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Chiponda (kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 develop key communication skills in Spanish in the 4 key areas: 

listening, reading, speaking and writing; 

 gain an understanding of key grammatical concepts; 

 become confident and effective communicators; 

 develop an awareness of Hispanic culture; music, poetry, art, festivals 

and important dates; 

 develop a life-long love of language learning. 

Aims 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
mailto:kchiponda@bkkprep.ac.th)


Thai   

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations. Thai - First Language (0518)  

What is this subject all about? 

This course is designed for students whose first language is Thai. The qualifications are accepted by universities and 
employers as proof of knowledge and understanding of a language. Successful candidates gain lifelong skills including the 
ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in writing; the ability to use a wide range of vocabulary, and 
correct grammar, spelling and punctuation; a personal style and awareness of the audience being addressed, and learners 
are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness of the ways in which Thai 
can be used. Cambridge IGCSE First Language Thai also develops more general analysis and communication skills such as 
synthesis, inference and the ability to order facts and present opinions effectively. 

How will I be assessed? 

Candidates for Cambridge IGCSE First Language Thai will take two compulsory components: Paper 1 and Paper 2. Both 

papers are externally assessed. 

Paper 1 Reading and Directed Writing: Comprehension and Use of Language & Directed Writing (50 marks) 

Paper 2 Composition: Argumentative/Discursive Writing & Descriptive/Narrative Writing  (50 marks) 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

This is compulsory for Thai-native students. Thai Language is the official language of Thailand. If you are a Thai-native who 

always uses the Thai language in your daily life, this course will provide you with a secure linguistic foundation for 

enhancing your skills and knowledge; furthermore, this IGCSE will increase your confidence and competence when using 

Thai.            

Where can I find more information? 

Head of Thai:  Kru Yao  (yaowapan@bkkprep.ac.th   

 be encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to 

further their awareness of the ways in which Thai can be used; 

 develop more general analysis and communication skills such as 

synthesis, inference and the ability to order facts and present 

opinions effectively. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Thai students will:  

mailto:yaowapan@bkkprep.ac.th


Option Subjects 
Students select three subjects: one 

from each block. 



Art and Design  

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Art and Design (0400)  

What is this subject all about? 

The course covers an exciting range of approaches to Art, encouraging students to develop their skills in observational 
recording, experimenting with media, generating original ideas, as well as investigating a variety of artists and movements. 
This subject relies heavily on coursework and so challenges students to work consistently throughout the course and 
produce work creatively and independently.  

How will I be assessed? 

Coursework Project (50% of IGCSE):  Based on a chosen theme students will complete a project in Term 1 of Year 11. This 

project will comprise of ‘supporting work’ concluded with a final outcome. Students will be required to produce creative 

observational work and photography, investigate artists, respond with a variety of materials and refine their work resulting 

in a detailed project and final outcome.  

Students are marked on their ability to investigate artists and develop their own ideas, record effectively from observation, 

experiment with materials and refine their work and produce a final artwork for the project 

Examination Project (50% of IGCSE):  Students will receive a choice of themes from the examination board and will work 

through a project continuing to explore ideas and materials in order to refine skills and produce a detailed and creative 

project. A final outcome will be completed in the examination.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G. 

 investigate various art movements and styles and learn how to 

analyse artworks effectively using subject-specific vocabulary.  

 develop skills in observational recording, learning how to draw 

accurately and skillfully using a range of tones and textures . 

 refine skills in handling and controlling a range of media whilst 

experimenting creatively with materials in order to further develop 

imagination and independence.  

Aims 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

The ‘World Economic Forum’ states that Cognitive Flexibility, Judgement and Decision making, Emotional Intelligence, 
Creativity, Critical Thinking and Complex Problem Solving are the key skills that will set people apart and ensure a successful 
future. Art trains the mind to generate original ideas, make complex decisions, assess and evaluate progress, as well as 
develop a real creative and adaptable mind. If you enjoy Art or simply want to develop yourself into a creative person then 
Art could be the option for you. Do be aware that Art can be time consuming and relies heavily on coursework so students 
require both talent and commitment to succeed in the subject.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/
cambridge-igcse/ 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Business Studies  

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Business Studies (0450) 

What is this subject all about? 

You could do well in this subject if you: 

 achieve a Meeting or above at the end of Year 9 in Mathematics and English; 

 have a real interest finding out about what businesses do and how they affects our lives; 

 enjoy learning about how businesses make a profit and how they change in today's fast paced markets; 

 can apply knowledge critically and come to your own evaluative conclusions based upon analysis, usually from a case 
study scenario.; 

 are well organised and have excellent skills of written communication.; 

 are hard-working and do not mind doing a lot of work both inside and outside class.  

How will I be assessed? 

Two written examinations 

Paper 1: CORE and DEPTH topics  1 ½ Hours, 50% of the IGCSE 

KEY CORE topics:  Understanding Business activity, External Business activity, Marketing, Finance, HRM – People in business, 
and Operations/Production 

Paper 2: Source base exam 1 ½ Hours, 50% of the IGCSE 

A Case Study based examination paper, covering all the key core topics of Business Studies. 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

As well as the core issues, Business Studies helps to develop many important skills, such as numeracy, literacy, ICT, problem 

solving, information collecting, as well as analytical, evaluative and social skills. It applies taught content to practical 

situations. 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/
cambridge-igcse/ 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Dixon (sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 understand different forms of business organisations, the environments in which businesses 

operate and business functions such as marketing, operations and finance; 

 appreciate the role of people in business success. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Business Studies students will:  

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Computer Science  

Examination Board 

Oxford AQA INTERNATIONAL GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE (9210)  

What is this subject all about? 

Computer Science takes the skills you have learnt in Year 9 to the next level. You will learn how to use industry standard 

programming languages to create your own software whilst also developing some knowledge of the internal workings of 

laptops, mobile phones, tablets and virtually any other type of electronic device you can think of. You will learn about data 

and its different forms and how it is deconstructed, transmitted and reconstructed having travelled around our planet in the 

blink of an eye. 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Programming. On-screen programming exam. 2 hours. 80 marks. 50% 

Paper 2: Concepts and principles of computer science. Written exam. 2 hours. 80 marks. 50%T 

his written paper contains short-answer and structured questions. All questions are compulsory. 20 of the marks for this 

paper are from questions set on the pre-release material. 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

If you really enjoy Mathematics and Computing, then this is the option for you. There is an explosion in the Computer 

Science industry with particular demand for programmers, web developers and systems analysts. 

If you are looking at a career in Medicine, Business or Engineering this course is looked upon favourably by universities.  

Where can I find more information? 

Oxford AQA website: https://www.oxfordaqaexams.org.uk/subjects/computer-science/international-gcse-computer-

science-9210# 

For more information contact: Mr Blakemore (rblakemore@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 develop their understanding of the main principles of problem solving using computers; 

 apply their understanding to develop computer-based solutions to problems using algorithms and a 

high-level programming language; 

 develop a range of technical skills, as well as being able to effectively test and evaluate computing 

solutions.   

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Computer Science students will:  

https://www.oxfordaqaexams.org.uk/subjects/computer-science/international-gcse-computer-science-9210
https://www.oxfordaqaexams.org.uk/subjects/computer-science/international-gcse-computer-science-9210
mailto:rblakemore@bkkprep.ac.th
mailto:bwoods@bkkprep.ac.th


 develop creative thinking in areas relevant to design and technology; 

 apply problem-solving skills to practical and technological problems; 

 develop the communication skills central to design, realisation and evaluation; 

 gain knowledge and understanding of Design Technology; 

 develop skills in research and investigation; 

 design and make products, taking into consideration sustainability and                                                    
the wider impact on society; 

 develop the ability to make aesthetic, economic, ethical and technical value judgements.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Design Technology students will: 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Design Technology (0445) 

What is this subject all about? 

Design Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, students design and 
make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others' needs, 
wants and values.  

How will I be assessed? 

Students must complete the following: 

Paper 1 (25% of IGCSE): Product Design 1 hour 15 minutes - design paper 

Component 2 (50% of GCSE): coursework project - students will complete a design and make project consisting of a design 

portfolio (A3 size, approx. 30 sheets) and a high quality manufactured product. 

And choose from one of the following specialist options: 

Paper 3 (25% of IGCSE): Resistant Materials  1 hour - written paper 

OR 

Paper 5 (25% of IGCSE): Graphic Products 1 hour - written / drawing paper 

Design Technology 



Design Technology:  
Graphic Products 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Design Technology students will: 

 design and manufacture products from softer graphic materials; 

 develop creative thinking and evaluation skills to solve problems; 

 gain knowledge and understanding of graphic products and their materials; 

 develop skills in research, investigation, design and manufacturing processes. 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Design Technology (0445) 

What is this subject all about? 

Design and Technology: Graphic Products involves using more ‘lighter’ construction materials such as cardboards, foam 

board, acrylic, polystyrene and MDF to design and manufacture products using tools and equipment. An exciting range of 

products to focus upon can include packaging, point of sale display, architecture and 3D product (concept design). 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Product Design                                                                                                                                      1 hour 15 minutes (25%) 

Written / drawing design paper on A3 pre-printed sheets 

 

Component 2: Coursework Project                                                                                                                            Over 2 terms (50%) 

A major design and make project consisting of an A3 design portfolio and a manufactured high quality 3D product. 

 

Paper 5: Graphic Products                                                                                                                                                        1 hour (25%) 

Technical Drawing Paper on A3 sheets 

 
Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You should consider taking Design Technology as an option if you: 

 have enthusiasm and an interest in designing and making products using hand tools, machines and other equipment.  

 enjoy thinking creatively, sketching and presenting your design work and making models. 

 have an interest in researching and analysing products to see how they have been made and from what materials. 

Where can I find more information? 

Design and Technology Syllabus: Link here 

Faculty Leader: Mr Bannister (tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th)  

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414116-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf
mailto:tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th


Design Technology:  
Resistant Materials 

 design and manufacture products from resistant materials; 

 develop creative thinking and evaluation skills to solve problems; 

 gain knowledge and understanding of products made from resistant materials; 

 develop skills in research, investigation, design and manufacturing processes. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Design Technology students will: 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Design Technology (0445) 

What is this subject all about? 

Design and Technology: Resistant Materials involves using more ‘heavier’ construction materials such as woods, plastics and 

metals to design and manufacture functioning products using workshop techniques. An exciting range of products to focus 

upon can include storage organisers, lighting, furniture (seating, desks, tables etc.) for indoor or outdoor environments. 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Product Design                                                                                                                                      1 hour 15 minutes (25%) 

Written / drawing design paper on A3 pre-printed sheets 

Component 2: Coursework Project                                                                                                                            Over 2 terms (50%) 

A major design and make project consisting of an A3 design portfolio and a manufactured high quality 3D product.  

Paper 3: Resistant Materials                                                                                                                                                    1 hour (25%) 

Written Theory Paper  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade between A*-G 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You should consider taking Design Technology as an option if you: 

 have enthusiasm and an interest in designing and making products using hand tools, machines and other equipment.  

 enjoy thinking creatively, sketching and presenting your design work and making models. 

 have an interest in researching and analysing products to see how they have been made and from what materials. 

 have an interest in learning theory about resistant materials and production techniques. 

Where can I find more information? 

Design and Technology Syllabus: Link here 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414116-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf


Drama  

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Drama (0411)  

What is this subject all  about? 

Through practical and theoretical study, learners develop an understanding and enjoyment of drama, developing group and 
individual skills and studying ways to communicate ideas and feelings to an audience. They learn how to discover the 
performance possibilities of a text and other stimuli, and devise dramatic material of their own. Learners also develop their 
performance skills, the demonstration of which will form part of the final assessment.  

How will I be assessed? 

Component 1 40%  Written examination 2 hours 30 mins.  

The questions on this paper relate to pre-release material which is sent to centres in advance of the examination.  

This material consists of three stimuli and an extended extract from a play (or an abridged version of an entire play). 
Candidates devise a piece of drama based on one of the three stimuli and study the extract from the play.  

Externally Assessed 

Component 2 60%  Coursework  

Candidates submit three pieces of practical work. 

One individual piece (3–5 mins.): one performance of an extract from a play. 

Two group pieces (maximum 15 mins. each): one performance of an extract from a play and one original devised piece. 

Internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Students wo are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G. 

 develop candidates’ understanding of drama through practical and 

theoretical study; 

 enable candidates to understand the role of actor, director and designer 

in creating a piece of theatre; 

 develop candidates’ acting skills, both individually and in groups; 

 enable candidates to develop their skills in devising original drama; 

 help candidates communicate feelings and ideas to an audience; 

 foster understanding of the performance process and enable candidates 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Drama students will: 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You should consider taking Drama as an option if you enjoy it, you want to develop your confidence, you want to study a 
subject that is both practical and creative, you enjoy working as part of a team, you want to develop your problem solving 
and communicative skills, you want to develop your critical thinking skills, you want to develop your public speaking and 
leadership skills and if you want to study a course that prepares you for being a global citizen.  

Where can I find more information? 

Faculty Leader: Mr Bannister (tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th)  

mailto:tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th


Drama  
Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You should consider taking Drama as an option if you enjoy it, you want to develop your confidence, you want to study a 
subject that is both practical and creative, you enjoy working as part of a team, you want to develop your problem solving 
and communicative skills, you want to develop your critical thinking skills, you want to develop your public speaking and 
leadership skills and if you want to study a course that prepares you for being a global citizen.  

Where can I find more information? 

Faculty Leader: Mr Bannister (tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th)  

mailto:tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th


Economics   

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Economics (0455) 

What is this subject all  about? 

The international GCSE in Economics qualification enables students to develop an understanding of economic concepts and 

apply these concepts to real-life situations, interpret and evaluate economic data in order to make reasoned arguments and 

informed judgements, develop an awareness of economic change and its impact on developing and developed economies, 

understand economic issues, problems and possible solutions that affect mixed economies , and participate effectively in 

society as citizens, producers and consumers.  

How will I be assessed? 

The assessment of this qualification is through an examination paper lasting two hours and 30 minutes 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Economics is about studying the world around us from a social, financial and cultural perspective. The subject looks at all 

the different factors that affect wealth and well-being. Studying Economics will give you a range of skills that employers 

look for.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

 know and understand economic terminology, concepts and theories; 

 use basic economic numeracy and interpret economic data; 

 use the tools of economic analysis and  express economic ideas 

logically and clearly in a written form; 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Economics students will: 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


Geography    

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Geography (0460) 

What is this subject all  about? 

IGCSE Geography involves the study of places and the natural and human processes which affect them. Students study 

patterns and processes in the world, including many major contemporary issues which are extremely important to our 

futures. As international links become closer, easier and faster, we need more than ever to understand the geography of 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Geographical Themes 1 hour 45 minutes – 45% of the IGCSE 

Students answer one question from each of the three key themes: 

1. Population and settlement.  2. The natural environment.  3. Economic development 

Paper 2: Geographical Skills 1 hour 30 minutes- 27.5% of the IGCSE 

Students answer all the questions. The paper is based on testing the interpretation and analysis of geographical 
information, decision making and the application of graphical and other techniques as appropriate. 

Paper 4: Alternative to Coursework 1 hour 30 minutes- 27.5% of the IGCSE 

Students answer two compulsory questions, completing a series of written tasks. The questions involve an appreciation of a 
range of techniques used in fieldwork studies. To prepare for this exam students will do fieldwork in both Year 10 and Year 
11. 

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You could do well in this subject if you have an interest in finding out about the world, are hardworking and naturally 

inquisitive, are well organised and have excellent skills of written communication, you enjoy learning the about different 

places and the complex interactions between the human and physical environment, and if you enjoy planning and 

undertaking fieldwork to answer geographical questions.  

Where can I find more information? 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Dixon (sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 an understanding of location on a local, regional and global scale along with  an awareness of the 

characteristics, distribution and processes affecting contrasting physical and human environments; 

 an understanding of the ways in which people interact with each other and with their environment 

through an appreciation the earth including its people, places, landscapes, natural processes and 

phenomena. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Geography students will: 

mailto:sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th


Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Global Perspectives (0457) 

What is this subject all about? 

IGCSE Global Perspectives is a new course that stretches across traditional subjects and develops cross curricular 

and transferable skills in students. This course includes team work, presentations and projects. The emphasis is 

on developing the ability to think critically about a range of global issues where there is always more than one 

point of view.  

How will I be assessed? 

The assessments for Global Perspectives are a mixture of an examination at the end of Year 11 and an individual 

and group project that will be assessed.  

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE Global Perspectives please speak to Humanities Faculty Leader: Sarah Dixon 

(sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th )  

 become independent and empowered to take their place in an ever-changing, information-heavy, 

interconnected world  

 develop an analytical, evaluative grasp of global issues and their causes, consequences and possible courses 

of action • enquire into, and reflect on, issues independently and in collaboration with others from 

different cultural perspectives  

 work independently as well as part of a team, directing much of their own learning with the teacher as an 

active facilitator • consider important issues from personal, local and/or national and global perspectives 

and understand the links between these  

 critically assess the information available to them and support judgements with lines of reasoning  

 communicate and empathise with the needs and rights of others.  

Global Perspectives  
Aims   

In Key Stage 4 Global Perspectives, students will:  



History     

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: History (0470) 

What is this subject all  about? 

IGCSE History aims to develop and appreciation of the past and begin to understand how our world has been shaped. We 
look at a broad range of modern world history topics, ranging from the events after the First World War and how they 
helped create a Second World War. Study of the Cold War and proxy wars students make connections between events past 
and present. Problem solving, critical thinking, evaluation and analysis skills are some of the key tools developed through 
the study of History at IGCSE. 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1: CORE and DEPTH topics- Written Paper 2 Hours- 40% of the IGCSE 

CORE topics:  Peace treaties of World War One, The League of Nations, Causes of World War Two, Containment in Korea, 
and Cuba and Vietnam. 

DEPTH topics:  Germany 1918 – 1945. 

Paper 2: Source based exam 2 Hours- 33% of the IGCSE 

A Source based paper based around one of the CORE topics, the topic changes for each year. 

Paper 4: Coursework Project 27% of the IGCSE 

Students complete one essay 2000 words in length on the DEPTH study topic; 

“Why was the Reichstag fire significant for Germany”? 

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of A*-G.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You could do well in this subject if you achieve a Meeting or above at the end of Year 9, you have a real interest finding out 
about the past and how it affects our lives, you are hardworking and do not mind doing a lot of work outside of class, you 
are well organised and have excellent skills of written communication, you enjoy learning t about different periods in 
history and different nations. You can read information critically and come to your conclusions based upon careful analysis.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/
cambridge-igcse/ 

 stimulate an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about the past through  the acquisition of 

knowledge and understanding of individuals, people and societies; 

 encourage international understanding and the development of historical skills, including 

investigation, analysis, evaluation and communication skills through the use of historical 

evidence. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 History students will: 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/


ICT 

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Education: Information and Communication Technology (0417) 

What is this subject all  about? 

The Information Communication Technology syllabus encourages learners to develop lifelong skills, which will be useful to 

them in their work across the curriculum and prepare them for future employment. They will develop understanding of the 

implications of technology in society, including social, economic and ethical uses. 

The syllabus combines theoretical and practical studies focusing on the ability to use common software applications to solve 

problems, including word processors, spreadsheets, databases, interactive presentation software, web browsers and 

website design. Learners analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate ICT systems, ensuring that they are fit for purpose.  

Assessment of the practical tests is hardware and software independent. Any hardware platform, operating system, and 

applications packages can be used, providing that learners have the opportunity to demonstrate the full range of skills in 

the syllabus. 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1 - Theory - 40% 

Paper 2 - Document Production, Data Manipulation and Presentations - 30% 

Paper 3 - Data Analysis and Website Authoring - 30%  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

 Prepare for University and future employment 

 Improve your knowledge of ICT including new and emerging technologies  

 Learn skills to enhance work produced across a range of subjects 

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-information

-and-communication-technology-0417/ 

For more information contact: Mr Blakemore (rblakemore@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 develop skills and understanding based around using software 

applications; 

 use Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to solve 

problems; 

 become aware of the ways ICT can help in the home, learning and work 

environments.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 ICT students will: 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-information-and-communication-technology-0417/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-information-and-communication-technology-0417/
mailto:rblakemore@bkkprep.ac.th
mailto:bwoods@bkkprep.ac.th


Examination Board 

AQA 

What is this subject all about? 

In Media Studies all aspects of ’the media’ are covered, including: representation, media language, audience and industries 

During the course,  students create their own media products and study important critical theories related to the subject. 

The practical component allows students to develop technical and creative skills along with putting theory into practice. 

Students will develop their understanding of the media’s relationship with society and how it represents the world.  

How will I be assessed? 

Media Paper 1 (worth 35% of GCSE) 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. Questions in this section can test any two of the following 

forms: magazines, advertising and marketing, newspapers, online, social and participatory media and videogames. 

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in this section can test any two of the following forms: 

radio, music video, newspapers, online, social and participatory media and video games and film (industries only). 

There are a range of questions relating to an unseen source and Close Study Products which would’ve been studied in class. 

You will be required to answer a question with an extended response (20 marks). 

Media Paper 2 (worth 35% of GCSE) 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Section A will be based on a screening from an extract of one of the television Close Study Products and can test any area of the 

theoretical framework. 

Section B will be based on either newspapers or online, social and participatory media and video games and can test any area of 

the framework. 

You will be required to give short, medium and extended responses to questions assessing depth of knowledge and understanding 

of the course. 

Non-exam Assessment: creating a media product (30% of GCSE) 

Application of knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework and ability to create media products. 

A choice of one of five annually changing briefs, set by AQA.  

Students who are successful will be awarded a grade of 1—9, 9 being the highest.  

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE Media Studies please speak to Ms Kriel (rkriel@bkkprep.ac.th) or Head of Faculty, 

Mrs Cox (fcox@bkkprep.ac.th) 

 demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision making and analysis; 

 acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues; 

 develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both historically and currently in society, culture and politics; 

 understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare media products and the contexts in which they are 

produced and consumed in order to make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about media issues; 

 appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports theoretical understanding;  

 develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production. 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Media Studies, students will:  

Media Studies 



Music      

 learn and refine your skills in performance on a chosen instrument; 

 develop skills and techniques for composing in a variety of styles; 

 learn to analyse and appraise Music from different cultural 

backgrounds.  

Examination Board 

Edexcel: Music (1MU0) 

What is this subject all  about? 

Music is a fun and challenging subject which gives students the opportunity to broaden their musical skills in performance, 
composition and musical analysis.  

We will follow the Edexcel GCSE Music  scheme of work which includes four areas of study; Instrumental Music 1700 - 1820, 
Vocal Music, Music for Stage and Screen and Fusions.  

In addition to studying set works, students will use a range of technology to record their own performances (solo and 
ensemble) on their instrument or voice and to create 2 compositions for coursework.  

As this course requires a high level of performance skill, it is recommended that students should have been learning their 
chosen instrument or voice for at least 2 years prior to enrolling on the course.  It is also a requirement of the course that 
students have regular focussed instrumental lessons with a private  professional instrumental teacher outside of curriculum 
time.  

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is made up of coursework and a listening examination. 

Students will record a portfolio of solo and ensemble performances on an instrument or voice of their choice (30%).  They 
will compose two compositions, one piece to a set brief and one as a free composition (30%). 

At the end of the course they will sit a listening exam for 1hr 45 mins (40%). 

An overall mark is awarded using the 9-1 marking system with 9 being the highest available mark and 1 being the lowest.  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

You should consider taking Music as an option if: 

 you enjoy creating music and have a passion for the subject. 

 you enjoy creating music and learning about how music is used across a range of industries.  

 you want to develop your confidence and  enjoy working as part of a team. 

 you want to develop your problem solving develop your critical thinking.  

Where can I find more information? 

Head of Music: Miss Hardwick (nhardwick@bkkprep.ac.th) 

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 Music students will: 

mailto:nhardwick@bkkprep.ac.th


Examination Board 

Cambridge : Art and Design: Photography & Digital Lens Based Media (0400) 

What is this subject all about? 

The course covers an exciting range of approaches to Photography, encouraging students to develop their skills 

in both film and digital photography. Students will develop the technical understanding for controlling exposure 

and light along with handling a broad range of technical equipment, digital software in the iMac studio as well as 

exploring creative approaches in the darkroom. The facilities available enable a truly professional approach to 

learning the fascinating subject of Photography. This subject relies heavily on coursework and so challenges 

students to work consistently throughout the course and produce work creatively and independently.  

How will I be assessed? 

Coursework Project (50% of IGCSE):  Based on a chosen theme students will complete a project in Term 1 of Year 

11. This project will comprise of ‘supporting work’ concluded with a final outcome. Students will be required to 

produce a detailed and creative photographic exploration resulting in a detailed presentation. 

Students are marked on their ability to investigate and analyse photographers as well as develop their own 

ideas, record effectively using a variety of technical approaches in both film and digital, experiment with 

photographic processes and techniques and produce a unique and creative final photographic outcome for the 

project. 

Exam Project (50% of IGCSE): Students will receive a choice of themes from the exam board and will work 

through a project continuing to explore ideas and techniques in order to refine skills and produce a detailed and 

creative project. A final photographic outcome will be completed in the exam.  

N.B: Students will be awarded  IGCSE titled: Art and Design - Photography and Digital Lens Based Media 

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE Photography please speak to Creative Arts Faculty Leader: Mr Bannister 

(tbannister@bkkprep.ac.th) 

 an ability to record from direct observation and personal experience  

 an ability to identify and solve problems in visual and/or other forms  

 creativity, visual awareness, critical and cultural understanding  

 an imaginative, creative and personal response  

 confidence, enthusiasm and a sense of achievement in the practice of art and design 

 growing independence in the refinement and development of ideas and personal outcomes  

 engagement and experimentation with a range of media, materials and techniques, including new media 

and technologies, where appropriate  

 experience of working in relevant frameworks and exploration of manipulative skills necessary to form, 

compose and communicate in two and/or three dimensions  

Photography  
Aims  In Key Stage 4 Photography, students will develop:  



Physical Education      

Examination Board 

Cambridge Assessment International Examinations: Physical Education (0413) 

What is this subject all  about? 

The Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education syllabus encourages learners to: develop knowledge, skills and understanding of a 

range of relevant physical activities, an ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities, an understanding of 

effective and safe performance, an understanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world, 

an excellent foundation for advanced study, and students who have an enjoyment of physical activity. 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment: By examination and coursework, equally weighted  

Paper 1: Theory (1 hour 45 minutes) - 50% 

Component 2: Assessment in four sports - 50%   

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Elements of the theory side of this course are directly applicable to the study of other subjects, such as Anatomy and 

Physiology—Biology, Sports Psychology—Psychology, Sport and Society—Sociology. It also gives those students talented in 

sports performance the opportunity to gain a recognised qualification. 

Provides a career pathway for those wanting to study Sports Science or Sport related degrees leading to a career in the 

sports industry.  

Where can I find more information? 

Cambridge website: http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/

cambridge-igcse/ 

Head of Department: Mr Jackson (ajackson@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 develop theoretical knowledge, linking this to practical examples and 

demonstrating an in depth understanding of the syllabus; 

 experience a range of sports, refining high level skills and 

implementing them effectively in game situations; 

 develop skills in leadership, teamwork, communication through 

various different roles in sport.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 IGCSE Physical Education students will: 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/
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Examination Board 

AQA: Psychology (8182)  

What is this subject all about? 

The study of GCSE Psychology will allow students to develop an understanding of how and why the human mind works the 

way that it does. 

Students will study aspects of cognition and behaviour including memory, development and perception. They will also study 

social context and behaviour which looks at how the brain is affected through social contexts, language and communication 

and linked problems. 

There is also an ongoing study of relevant research techniques.  

How will I be assessed? 

Students will be assessed by two examinations at the end of the course. 

Paper 1 - Cognition and Behaviour - 50% 

Paper 2 - Social Context and Behaviour - 50%  

Why should I consider taking this subject as an option? 

Psychology is a new and exciting subject for many students at GCSE, but it is extremely challenging. It gives you experience 

of scientific theory, maths & research skills, history and essay writing, so it can compliment a range of subjects.  

Where can I find more information? 

AQA Website https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182 

Faculty Leader: Mrs Dixon (sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th)  

 acquire knowledge and understanding of psychology, developing an understanding of self and 

others, and how psychological understanding can help to explain everyday social phenomena; 

 present information, develop arguments and draw conclusions through a critical approach to 

psychological evidence, developing as reflective thinkers; 

 develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and personal, moral, social and 

cultural issues, and develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology; 

 develop an understanding of psychological issues, the contribution of psychology to individual, 

social and cultural diversity, and how psychology contributes to society.  

Aims 

In Key Stage 4 IGCSE Psychology students will: 

Psychology 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182
mailto:ngiddings@bkkprep.ac.th


Examination Board 

Cambridge : IGCSE Travel and Tourism (0471) 

What is this subject all about? 

Travel and Tourism develops a clear understanding of the relationship between the theory and practice of 

working in travel and tourism. Students are encouraged to develop an understanding of tourist industry 

operations and problems, and competence in identifying procedures and solutions, by using best practice from 

industry, established business techniques and information systems. Through investigation, students will apply 

their knowledge and skills in a detailed study of a particular aspect of the travel and tourism industry.  

How will I be assessed? 

There will be two externally assessed examinations for students to sit at the end of Year 11.  

Paper 1—2 hours Core Paper Short answer question paper (60% of total marks)  

Paper 2 2½ hours Alternative to Coursework Short answer question paper, based primarily on Unit 5 of the 

syllabus (40% of total marks)  

Where can I find more information? 

If you have any questions about IGCSE Travel & Tourism please speak to Humanities Faculty Leader: Sarah Dixon 

(sdixon@bkkprep.ac.th )  

 an understanding of the travel and tourism industry  

 theoretical knowledge of the industry and related sectors, including knowledge of travel and tourism 

products and services, the infrastructure on which they depend and the transport system needed to 

operate them  

 practical ability in a range of skills and procedures related to working in the travel and tourism industry, 

including knowledge of the essential personal and professional skills required by individuals working in the 

service sector  

 critical awareness of the physical, social and economic environments in which travel and tourism takes 

place, including understanding of the global, regional and local perspectives of travel and tourism.  

Travel & Tourism 
Aims   

In Key Stage 4 Travel & Tourism, students will develop:  



At Bangkok Prep we offer an innovative and engaging curriculum 

that runs from Early Years, right through to Year 13. Based upon 

the skills and objectives of the Early Years Curriculum, National 

Curriculum for England, the IGCSE Programme and The A Level 

Programme, we deliver an academic curriculum that is world 

renowned and highly regarded. Our school is very successful in its 

pursuit of academic excellence and we operate well above the UK 

expected levels in all areas. 

 

We provide an adapted English curriculum that is internationally 

relevant and academically rigorous. We considering the whole 

child, developing student’s strengths and helping the to overcome 

their weaknesses with a strong and supportive formal and informal 

curriculum. 

As an international school it is important that our curriculum reflects the spectrum of cultures and 

nationalities that are represented in our community, whilst remaining true to our English curriculum 

roots. We have a strong focus on being ‘Internationally Minded’ and endeavour to deliver a significant 

proportion of our curriculum in an international context. 

Beyond the Curriculum 




