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DEFAMATION OF VAN
GOGH'S ARTWORK-
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Check out our writer's breakdown of this
classic novel, paired with honest opinion
of whether this book belongs on your
upcoming read list!

PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE- A
MUST READ!

Read up on this controversial
incident, and the diversity in
public reactions to it.
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_________________________________________________________

Teachers: 
Mr. Hurworth: Ehrling, Jama
Mr. Singh: Bob Marley, Get up Stand
Up
Mr. Clarke: Accidentally in Love,
Counting Crows
Ms. McKee: Taylor Swift, Anti-Hero

Students:
Win Y13: One Direction, History
Mark Y12: Joji, Attention
Leslie Y9: Imagine Dragons, Bones
Pear Y9: Arctic Monkeys. I wanna be
yours
Emma Y7: The Weeknd, Blinding
Lights

songs 
of the
week

songs 
of the
week

Teacher quote of the week....

When one teaches,
two learn.
~Ms. Bansal
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Written by Denzel Kiptiness



 Many of these angry views and arguments stem from defending
Van Gogh’s backstory and his artwork. ‘Sunflowers’ is one of
Gogh’s most well-known and renowned works, which he received
no fame for until after his passing. Users online claim the activists
were wrong in targeting Gogh’s work as he was known to be
impoverished, marginalised and faced mental health issues. Many
of the public have voiced that attacking art that is linked to
harmful implications would’ve been more appropriate, and
avoided disrespect or damage to Van Gogh and his ‘Sunflowers’.

However, others widely support their actions, promoting the
statement released by ‘Just Stop Oil’ that somewhat proves the
good intentions of throwing soup on the artwork. A spokesperson
for the activism group affirmed that they were well-aware of the
glass layer that protected the painting and meant no harm- the
Gallery later confirmed that there was no genuine damage to Van
Gogh’s work. Their choosing of this painting was due to the fact
that it is hugely popular, as they aimed to bring media attention to
the damaging and relevant issue of climate change and fossil fuel
usage. 

Twitter user Mark Shahsa says: 
“I am an artist. I agree with the protestors. Compare your feelings.
How do you *feel* about the painting potentially being destroyed?
How do you *feel* about the Earth being destroyed?
The protesters only ask you to be as angry at the oil companies as
you are at them.”

In my opinion, I see this as brilliant. Climate change caused by
irreversibly damaging fossil fuels continues to be increasingly
prevalent in this world. By ignoring an entirely possible future of
complete pollution and sickness, we are not fighting for our home
and our planet. Using static and famous items like Van Gogh’s
‘Sunflowers’ [without causing serious damage], these activists
have successfully incited more and more difficult but necessary
conversations about climate change, which is why I support their
actions. I strongly believe more people need to be like these brave
individuals, who break the silence and trigger the change that we
all desperately need.

VAN GOGH
vandalism

 Two fossil fuel activists threw soup on Van Gogh’s infamous
‘Sunflowers’ painting, on October 14th. 21-year old Phoebe
Plummer, after throwing the can of soup onto the artwork,
glued her hands onto the adjacent wall and went on to speak to
the room:

“What is worth more—art or life? Is it worth more than food?
Worth more than justice? Are you more concerned about the
protection of a painting, or the protection of our planet and
people? The cost of living crisis is part of the cost of the oil
crisis. Fuel is unaffordable to millions of cold, hungry families.
They can’t even afford to heat a tin of soup.”

Wearing shirts that boldly exclaim ‘Just Stop Oil’, the two soup-
throwers represented the activism group known to be staging
non-violent protests across the United Kingdom in the name of
fighting fossil fuel production. Their protest was a reaction to
the UK’s conservative governing party continuing to greenlight
gas and oil explorations, in addition to their reversal of a 2019
ban on fracking. The practice of hydraulic fracturing, known as
fracking, is a drilling technique that unconventionally speeds up
the extraction of natural oils and gas- if precautionary measures
aren't taken, it can lead to a multitude of impacts including the
poisoning of waters and the impairment of natural landscapes
with threats to wildlife. Fossil fuels are a crucial but detrimental
foundation in modern society. From gas in our buses to
electricity that brings light to our school, fossil fuels are
everywhere. They cause serious harm to the environment on a
daily basis; even in Bangkok, dangerous air pollution levels have
led to over 6000 deaths in 2021.

Following their demonstration at the National Gallery in
London, the two environmentalists were arrested on counts of
‘aggravated trespass’ and ‘criminal damage’. This incident is the
most recent and received the largest-scale media attention in
the string of protests carried out by the ‘Just Stop Oil’ group.
Debate has sparked across the internet over the moral
correctness of the young activists’ actions. On one hand, the
intense backlash towards the ‘defamation’ of this historic
painting has shown that much of the public is appalled and
outraged. 

Written by Meher Mirpuri
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Pride andPrejudice 
Pride and Prejudice is an infamously classic novel
written in 1813 by author, Jane Austen. The novel

is  a subtle but powerful work of feminism,
exploring the lives of the five eccentric yet

traditional Bennet sisters. It depicts the complex
life of Elizabeth Bennett, a young woman

growing up in middle class Victorian England. It
gives experienced and personal descriptions of

social expectations and interactions expected of
women in the early 1800s. Jane Austen speaks

from experience throughout this novel,
emphasising the pressures on the expectations of

women to such an extent that  shows the irony and
absurdity of such a life. The five Bennett sisters

each have their own experiences and pathways
throughout the novel showing the shocking and

scandalous treatment and presumptions faced by
young women.

 
Pride and prejudice is and shall remain a timeless
classic due to Austen's  genius and literary legacy

she has left, after writing one of the most well
loved novels in the history of the English

language. One of the best loved aspects of the
novel is Austen's portrayal of human emotion-

Pride and Prejudice is a novel full of love, hatred,
despair and joy. Austen capably uses the full range

of her creative competence to create an inviting
and compelling piece of literature as well as

seemingly complying with social expectations of
the time. Austen, a pioneer of feminism used her

wit and artfulness to leave a quietly rebellious
message against society.

 Written by Evie Dixon 
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On the month of November, we spread
awareness and educate others on the
importance of Men's Mental Health. In
comparison to women, men are almost half as
likely to report their mental health concerns- this
stigma around expressing feelings and the
burden of toxic masculinity is damaging and
false. We urge you to create a safe space for
the people in your life, to allow those around you
to have someone to talk to. Mental health is just
as important as any other aspect of physical
health. We must value our feelings, minds and
hearts! Make sure to spread awareness &
destigmatize the mental health conversation this
month, and every month of the year.

Written by Meher Mirpuri
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_____________________________________________________________________

Teacher spotlight: mr. cubitt
1. What is your favourite game or sport to watch and play?
“I love playing basketball, it’s my favourite sport to play. I love watching boxing.”

2. What would you sing at Karaoke night?
“I would sing, traditionally, Stand by Me by Ben E. King.”

3. Name your top 3 musical artists!
“Terrace Martin; my favourite album from him is Dinner Party
Soulful music so any artist from daptone records
As I’m from London, I really like rap music, Central Cee” 

4. If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
“I love Thai food so probably Khao Soi or Moo Grob”

5. Who is your favourite author?
“At the moment it’s Patrick Radden Keefe, my favourite books from him are ‘Say
Nothing’ and ‘Empire of Pain’”

6. What’s your dream holiday destination?
“My dream would actually be to travel for a year and go to as many places. 
I don’t know why but I’ve always wanted to go to Mongolia as it’s curiosity and
would love to explore South America, places like Brazil and I would love to go to
Mexico.”

7. One inspirational quote:
“No matter how much you plan something’s always not going to go to plan,
something is always going to go wrong so ALWAYS bare that in mind and expect
that.”

1. Tell us what it's like to be an eco team leader?
It’s a really big role because we’ve got a lot of members this year but it’s also really fun to

be the leader since you get to coordinate with both the members in your team and the SET
team.

 
2. Aside from being an eco team leader, you also do A-levels. How do you balance

your work life and social life? Do you have any tips for prep students?
I try to focus a lot in class because I don’t enjoy doing work outside of class. If you focus in

class, you’d have more time outside of lessons to socialize with other people and
participate in your extracurriculars. 

 
3. What actions do you think the school should take to be more eco friendly?

We need to stick less posters around school because I feel like we’re wasting a lot of
paper. 

'
4. Tell us a random fun fact about you!

I love taking pictures of the sky!
 

5. What’s an interesting fact you learnt this week?
Carbon monoxide can kill you in less than 15 minutes.

 
6. What was the last compliment you received?

I don’t know if this counts as a compliment but In the last eco team meeting we had, one
of the team members thanked me for hosting a good meeting. 

 
7. What do you do In your free time to wind down?

I usually just go on my phone and text my friends. Talking to my friends helps me relax.
Either that or I like to take a nap.

leader
spotlight: kiri,
eco team
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In school fashion trends.
In school fashion trends.
In school fashion trends.
In school fashion trends.  

How stylishly dress while strictly following the dress code? Hottest fashion trends that you can abide by while not breaking any rules! 

In school fashion trends.
In school fashion trends.
In school fashion trends..
in school fashion trends. 

In sc
In sc
In sc
in sc

Crochet sets are from theCrochet sets are from the
70s, but, arguably, this70s, but, arguably, this

booming fashion trend wasbooming fashion trend was
pumped up by Harry Stylespumped up by Harry Styles

and his pop-cultureand his pop-culture
phenomenon “Watermelonphenomenon “Watermelon

Sugar” video. Feel boldSugar” video. Feel bold
while wearing artisanalwhile wearing artisanal

knitwear and crochetknitwear and crochet
styles from head to toe.styles from head to toe.

 

WRITTEN BY MOERA KAPOOR 



Why should students join?

For more details, contact Mimmy fromY12 

SIGN 
LANGUAGE 
CLUB

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ!
1. I'm called thick when close to the ground, but
people smile when I'm high. What am I? 

2. What male animal has the ability to carry a
child? 

3. Which is the largest internal organ in the
human body? 

4. Which company is the largest chocolate
manufacturer in the United States?

5. Name the animal with the largest eyes?

6. George Clooney got his big Hollywood break
for his role in what show?

7. Who played Chandler's mother on
"Friends"? 

8.  What is the most used letter in the English
language?

9.  What is the name of the bonus track on
Taylor Swift’s newest album ‘Midnights’

12. Which type of tree is on the Bangkok Prep
logo?

13.  What Latin word is the word “vaccine”
derived from?**

14.  Which Youtube channel has the second
most subscribers?

15. When did the first Josh fight of 2021
happen?*

What is the club about?
The Sign Language Club is an afterschool ECA,

centred around learning not only how to use American
Sign Language, but also the history behind it. Mimmy
from Year 12, a novice signer and member of the Sign

Language Club says, “we’re going to be learning the
basics [of ASL], and improving our vocabulary as a

group”. 
 

What do you do during a regular session at the 
Sign Language ECA?

 

When is it?
TUESDAYS

 AFTER 
SCHOOL

Try it out & test your friends!
Answers at the end of the Gazette

In a regular session of the ECA, students have
the opportunity to learn basic vocabulary,
grammar, key phrases, and the culture of ASL
- including how, and where in the world it is
used most. 

Mimmy noted that it would be more beneficial
for students to learn ASL in an environment
with “a group of people [they] could learn with”,
and to come along to the Sign Language ECA “if
you’d like to join and learn a new language; It’s
going to be a lot of fun!”

Written by Jenny Likittanasombut
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NEWSFLASH NEWSFLASSH NEWSFLASHNEWSFLASHNEWSFL

NEWSFLASHNEWSFLASHNEWSFL

FIVE THINGS THAT HAPPENED RECENTLY...
ELON MUSK REFORMED TWITTER! Elon Musk’s approach to managing
Twitter since buying it has been as unpredictable as his timeline on the
social media platform. The world’s richest man has so far: axed
workers/staff. He made himself the sole director of twitter as he dissolved
the board and sacking executives. His next move was monetising the blue
verification check as Musk indicated that verification will cost $8 a month
as part of an overhaul of the platform’s premium service, Twitter Blue.
Musk aims to “bring back vine” after launching a poll on it.
TAYLOR  SWIFT CONCERT TICKETS CAUSE TICKETING FIASCO IN
THE USA: Last Thursday, the ticketing company 'Ticketmaster]announced
general sale of Taylor Swift's USA tour to the public- within a few hours
fans faced difficulty due to the “extraordinarily high demands on ticketing
systems and insufficient remaining ticket inventory to meet that demand.”
Individuals saw extra amounts being deducted from their accounts, and
site crashes. This debacle caused chaos online involving the US senate,
announcing that a subcommittee would hold a hearing on the lack of
competition and thus corrupted power in the ticketing industry.

WORLD CUP 2022 KICKS OFF: The 2022 FIFA World Cup officially
begun on the 20th of November, hosted in Qatar. Notable moments thus
far include England's dominant win against Iran at 6-2 and Qatar's loss to
Ecuador marking the first ever host country losing in the first round stages.
In addition to this, the Argentina v. Saudi Arabia match is making waves as
the Saudi government announce a national holiday to celebrate their
victory- this loss for Argentina also marks Lionel Messi's last World Cup,
unfortunately off to a rough start.
MEDIA GROUPS URGE CLIMATE TAX ON FOSSIL FUEL GIANTS:
Dozens of media organisations from around the world have published a
joint editorial article calling for a windfall tax on the biggest fossil fuel
companies. The organisations that published the joint editorial come from
almost every continent, including the Hindu in India and Tempo in
Indonesia, the Mail & Guardian in South Africa and Haaretz in Israel,
Rolling Stone in the US and El Espectador in Colombia, and La Repubblica
in Italy and Libération in France. The Guardian and dozens of international
media titles publish a joint editorial calling for radical thinking on how to
fund climate action in poorer countries

TRIANGLE IN SADNESS AMONG LEADERS OF EUROPEAN FILM
AWARD NOMINATIONS. Triangle of Sadness, the Palme d’Or winning
satire of the super rich, is among the leaders of the European film award
(EFA) nominations, it has been announced. Directed by Ruben Östlund,
Triangle of Sadness is up for four gongs, including best European film, best
European actor for Zlatko Burić, and best European director for Östlund. 

Written by Denzel Kiptiness
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QUIZ ANSWERS

GAZETTE CONTACT DETAILS:GAZETTE CONTACT DETAILS:
Editor-in-chief, Meher Mirpuri/ z01382@bkkprep.ac.th
Assistant Editor, Pim Syamananda/ z02105@bkkprep.ac.th

 1. A cloud
 2. Octopus/Seahorse
 3. The Liver
 4. Hershey's
 5. A Giant Squid
 6. ER, 1994
 7. Kathleen Turner
 

 8. The letter "E"
 9. "Hits Different"
 10. Banyan Tree
 11. Cow [Vacca]
 12. Cocomelon
 13. April 23, 2021
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