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WELCOME

Head of School’s Message

I am sure that you will all enjoy reading this Term 2 
2020/21 edition of the Prepazine. Clearly, Bangkok 
Prep continues to demonstrate sustained success 
despite the challenges that we have experienced 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Bangkok Prep 
has continued to grow in stature and reputation 
securing its rightful place as a leading international 
school. 

The word ‘sustainability’ is now synonymous with 
Bangkok Prep. This is mostly due to our relentless 
efforts to develop sustainability in all aspects of 
our school. Bangkok Prep is the first international 
school in Thailand to have been re-awarded the 
Eco Schools Green Flag. We are also continuing 
to embed our links with the UN, embassies and 
UK Forest School accreditation - not to mention 
the efficient ‘Trash Lucky’ recycling initiative, the 
abundance of energy saving solar panels and our 
clean air purifying systems on both campuses. 

The term sustainability can be applied to our 
students’ continual improvement in academic 
results. Our IGCSE and A Level results have shown 
sustained annual improvement during recent 

years and we have an annual increase in students 
achieving ‘Top in Thailand’ and impressive ‘Top 
in the World’ awards. We also have witnessed an 
increase in the number of students interviewed for 
Oxbridge applications in the past 3 years. 

Without doubt, the last seventeen years have 
proven that students at Bangkok Prep are able 
to achieve their potential.

As you will see from this publication, Bangkok 
Prep continues to flourish in many areas and I am 
very excited about the strategic developments 
that we have planned for the future. These 
developments are designed to impact positively 
on the learning experiences of our students. The 
teachers and students will continue to focus on 
outstanding academic progress and high quality 
learning experiences. 

Thank you all for your ongoing support,

Duncan J Stonehouse
Head of School

WELCOME

Sustained Success! 
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WELCOME

Head of Primary’s Message

Head of Secondary’s Message

“Do I continue to be proud of our incredible high 
standards and of our teachers and children!?” 

To write an article for this edition of Prepazine, without mentioning 
COVID-19 and how proud I continue to be of “The best school 
in Bangkok!” is impossible. Therefore, what an amazing job our 
school community has done in remaining, as in my humble opinion, 
of being the best school in Bangkok. My thoughts, about the 
constant challenges I am given about this, remain untarnished, 
despite COVID-19!

I continue to be proud of our achievements here at Bangkok Prep 
Primary. Despite COVID-19 we have once again completed an 
outstanding recruitment process as our philosophy of recruiting 
the right candidate for our teaching positions every time, continues! 
Most importantly, once again, I believe we have chosen the right 
teachers to join our fantastic team here at Bangkok Prep Primary!

However, as a result of COVID-19, it is also my opinion that we have 
provided (for a second time) the best Online Learning possible. I 
have carefully looked at many, many leading schools and how they 
have managed their Online Learning. What appears to separate 
us from the rest, is the relentless request for parent, children and 
staff feedback at every opportunity. An example of this showed 
100% of parents taking part in our feedback requests, agreeing 
that our Online Learning has been good to outstanding, everytime!

I must also acknowledge our teaching staff here at Bangkok 
Prep. They have managed to keep my quote intact, regardless 
of what COVID-19 has tried to do to the world of teaching and 
learning. Although none of our experienced and highly qualified 

staff (including myself) actually went to 
university to learn about Online Learning 
and teaching through a computer; 
coupled with having to work away 
from their families for so, so long, our 
teachers have produced their best 
ever teaching skills which I believe to 
be second to none. Not only have we 
taken Online Learning to the next level of 
outstanding commitment and progress, we have also accepted 
the challenge of a new, more demanding criteria in order to be 
accredited with the prestigious Green Flag award. You will all 
hopefully be aware that we were the first school in Thailand to 
be accredited with this prestigious award, and we have done it 
again! You will see what I am talking about in this edition of our 
Bangkok Prepazine!

Finally, from me, our community continues to grow at a steady 
rate, welcoming superb families and friends to our outstanding 
community. And, although recent times have been so incredibly 
difficult for everyone, Bangkok Prep continues to flourish and 
build upon its already outstanding reputation of being “The best 
in Bangkok!”.

“Yes, I continue to be very proud to be part of this 
amazing school and its growing community.” 

Brad Owen
Head of Primary

What will our future hold?

A year ago, I wrote my first welcome letter to Prepazine as the 
Secondary Head Teacher at our school. So much has changed 
since January 2020 so I was surprised to find that my message 
then is still the message I want to share now:

Every person is different. We need to learn about each other and 
celebrate our similarities and differences. We need to understand 
what will best support and challenge each child we care for. We 
must make sure they are heard and encouraged and able to grow. 
Grow their awareness, understanding, values, skills and gather 
knowledge along the way. 

I want us all to be part of a community with teachers and students 
and families who feel a sense of belonging. Somewhere that 
children are heard and planned for as the individuals they are. A 
community where we can all safely learn from mistakes, follow 
our own pathway and belong to something special. This is key 
to our vision: To be an outstanding learning community that is 
internationally minded, inspiring all members to achieve their 
potential. 

All we do is for our children and we will 
continue to do more as it is our goal and 
responsibility to continually improve. We 
can do so by engaging with guidance 
and feedback from you and from the 
Council of International Schools. We 
will look around us at lessons learned 
globally, we must constantly keep our eyes, 
ears and minds open and anticipate the future. 
Both what it could be and what it might be knowing that the 
people who will shape it are the young people who learn with 
us right now. 

Schools can and should be agents of change and so we strive 
to learn together so that each member of our community has 
sustainable living, moral actions and ethical intentions at the heart 
of their decisions. I truly believe that no matter what we do, or 
what challenges we face, that if we can keep our values with us 
and show empathy and kindness to others, there is no greater 
measure of success. 

Tia Court-Smith
Head of Secondary
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Business and Technology 
Education Council (BTEC)
Bangkok Prep is offering a coursework-based 
BTEC programme to students which gives 
career advantage and a solid pathway to 
universities around the world.
The additional pathway, BTEC, has a career focus and is 
grounded in the world of work for students to gain skills and 
knowledge in their chosen subject area and then put those 
skills into practice in real-life scenarios.

Bangkok Prep is launching the BTEC (Business Technology 
Education Council) programme for the last 2 years of secondary 
school, in Years 12-13 (age 16-18), focusing on coursework and 
real world examples of education. This exciting qualification 
will allow students to develop a range of skills and knowledge 
required by workplaces and universities and is recognised by 
universities around the world. 

Head of School, Duncan Stonehouse, marked the launch of the 
programme. “This pathway is a great addition to our rigorous 
A Level programme.” We believe that every single student is 
talented in their own way and we must celebrate that. This BTEC 
will recognise talents in every one of our students and will enable 
them to reach their full potential, as stated in our school vision 
and mission statement.”

Sarah Dixon, Faculty Leader of Humanities and BTEC Quality 
Nominee, added, “Some students are very good at sitting exams. 
There are also many talented students who enjoy learning by 
doing practical coursework in the subject area they are really 
passionate about. The BTEC programme is definitely the answer 
for them.” 

BTEC courses are designed with employment in mind and have 
a focus on practical skills. “Students will learn essential skills 
such as presenting in front of their class, negotiating, writing 
reports and conducting independent research tasks through 
their coursework.” Nikita Arora, Lead Internal Verifier for BTEC 
Business, commented. 

With a BTEC, students will gain a certificate and qualification 
that will enable them to do further study at college or university. 
“BTECs are recognised by universities around the world and 
particularly in the UK, it can be used as a solid pathway to 
university,” said Lucy Allen, University Guidance Counsellor at 
Bangkok Prep. 

Marlon recently joined Bangkok Prep and is studying a 
combination of 2 A Level courses and 1 BTEC course. Planning 
to become an entrepreneur and run his own business in the 
future, Marlon reflects on BTEC as great preparation for his 
future pathway. “BTEC has taught me valuable researching skills 
which will enable me to implement them into my own business 
in the future.”

Bangkok Prep is offering BTEC courses in Sport, Business, 
Travel and Tourism for the academic year 2021-2022. 

For more information, please visit www.bkkprep.ac.th/btec or fill 
in the enquiry form at https://bkkprep.ac.th/admissions-enquiry/
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Careers Day

As part of the PSHE Education Curriculum, all Secondary students 
enjoyed a day to consider their future pathways during our annual 
Careers Day on Wednesday 3rd March. 

To set the tone for the day, students were inspired by our guest 
speaker launch assembly with Isabel Valle. This was followed by a 
morning of careers-focused lessons in the classroom, where students 
got to consider their values, skills and attributes in relation to 
pathways of interest. It was also an opportunity for them to consider 
how the world of work is changing, the importance of sustainability 
in future careers, and how they can best prepare for transitions in 
their own education. 

The afternoon was an opportunity for younger students to work 
collaboratively on a sustainable design project – winners to be 
announced soon! Meanwhile, our older students had the opportunity 
to attend some engaging careers talks via Zoom with our 26 guest 
speakers, who shared insights from a range of industries including 
Medicine, Architecture, Interior Design, Dentistry, Engineering, 
Investment Banking, Sales and Marketing, Law, Economics, Design 
Thinking and many more! 

We hope this is the beginning of future partnerships with employers 
and professionals who are a source of inspiration for our students. 

Alison Cantrill
Head of Careers & Pathways
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SCHOOL EVENTS

Building Blocks for The Future 
“Our students are at the heart of everything we do”

Bangkok Prep continues to strengthen its 
reputation as one of the top international 
schools in Thailand and the region. It is doing 
this by taking the final years of Secondary 
School, a springboard to university, to another 
level of excellence with the opening of the new 
8,600-sq. ft. Sixth Form Suite. This brand new, 
state-ofthe-art facility, is situated at the top of 
its newest academic building – Block D. The 
sparkling six-storey complex completes the 
line-up on the Secondary Campus, nestled in 
an exclusive residential enclave on Sukhumvit 
77, known as T77.

The Secondary Campus has been expertly 
designed to provide a safe and secure 21st 
century learning environment for 11-18 year 
olds; with spaces compatible for learning 
technologies, ‘break-out’ learning spaces and 
Sixth Form study areas.

Specially designed “for the students by the 
students,” the new space inspires learning and 
provides everything conceivably necessary for 
each individual to achieve their potential. The 
extensive breakout spaces throughout the Sixth 
Form Suite are a direct result of student input. 

“We found that students wanted co-working 
spaces where they can sit independently and 
individually, get together with groups and work,” 
explains the Head of Secondary, Tia Court-
Smith. “Furniture is arranged outside classrooms 
as those are some of the most used spaces both 
for studying and socialising.”

“One of the greatest things about Bangkok Prep 
is the facilities we have that enable us to do 
more different things,” says Head Girl Natt T who 
is preparing for medical school. “Our labs have a 

full array of equipment and our art department 
not only has a photographic studio but we even 
have proper machines to accomplish DT (Design 
Technology) assignments, including cutting 
wood and acrylic.”

“The whole school reflects the student voice and 
needs because, ultimately, this is their school,” 
Tia recaps.

Sixth Form Centre: Exceptional And Sustainable

Sustainability is also synonymous with Bangkok 
Prep. Risa Ketudat, Building Project Manager and 
School Board Member, reiterated that it is the 
first international school in Thailand to achieve 
the Green Flag Eco School certification. “The 
ethos of Eco Schools is embedded throughout 
the Bangkok Prep.” 

The windows allow natural light from outside 
to flood the learning spaces. Low emission 
LED lighting is used throughout, and students 
are encouraged to focus on sustainable use of 
energy and help minimise energy consumption. 
Solar panels on top of the buildings utilise block 
chain technology, providing the school with 
green electricity and enabling energy to be used 
within the broader T77 community.

“A fresh air system is embedded into the 
building’s mechanical and engineering plans and 
integrated with the air-conditioning,” Risa adds. 
“We bring air in from the outside and filter it for 
PM 2.5 and PM 10 particles, so clean air flows 
through the whole building.”

Extract from Bangkok Post - November 2020. 
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SCHOOL EVENTS 

Ms Davda and her little Bangkok Prep elves 
delivered their Christmas boxes to the Mercy 
Centre at the end of Term 1, they even formed 
2 human conveyor belts to transport all of the 
boxes from the van and into the centre!!

Thanks to the kindness and generosity of the 
Bangkok Prep community, we were able to give 
over 800 disadvantaged children a Christmas gift 
this year! 

Palna Davda 
Year 1 Class Teacher 

A huge thank you to the Thai Department and all of the students who 
worked together to tell the story of the Thai Festival of Loy Krathong, 
through traditional Thai dance and music during Primary and Secondary 
assemblies on Friday 30th October. 

It was a visual treat to see so many people dressed in the Thai traditional 
dress as well as so many teachers joining the students for the dance 
during the ceremonies.

A big thank you to all of the teachers that got involved in the Loy 
Krathong assemblies, it means a lot to our students, all of whom worked 
very hard and put in long hours practicing for this event. Their reactions 
certainly reflected just how grateful they were.

As always, everyone at Bangkok Prep showed a great community and 
international spirit and an appreciation of culture that is truly valued 
throughout.

Thai Department

Over 800 Christmas Boxes 
Donated to the Mercy Centre

Loy Krathong 2020
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SCHOOL EVENTS 

Primary Soloist Recital

Secondary Seasonal Celebration 

Earlier this academic year, Bangkok Prep held the Term 1 Soloist Recital in our Primary Auditorium. 
17 students playing piano, violin, drums and singing performed a wide range of beautiful music 
– from classical pieces to pop, rock to baroque and ballads to blues. I was so very proud of our 
performers. Please join me in congratulating Airi and Pippa (Year 1), Chatchart and Ally (Year 2), 
Nelly, Honey and Trishathi (Year 3), Fasai, Jessie and Sasha (Year 4), Mita, Poom, Min Min, Boss 
and Bam (Year 5) and Eito, Vaishnavi and Yume (Year 6). 

We also saw Year 3 children take the stage to perform a special Taiko drum inspired performance 
that was exciting, dramatic and enthralling. I have been proud of all our Year 3 Taiko drum students 
this year.

Lisa Morgan
Head of Primary Music

On Thursday 10th December at 2pm, secondary musicians staged the 2020 
Seasonal Celebrations, it was a delightful way to end the term.

The musical celebration opened with our students playing ‘Sleigh Ride’ with 
a mixed wind quartet from visiting music specialist teachers. A range of 
Christmas favourites delivered by each KS3 year level including ‘God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen,’ ‘Amavolovolo,’ ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas?’ ‘Happy Xmas: 
War is Over.’ The musical celebration ended with ‘Christmas Mashup,’ which 
featured the 100+ KS3 Instrumental Studies students.

Nevann Hardwick
Head of Secondary Music

Ending the Term on a High Note!
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Sawasdee Woodwind Quintet 
Concert at Bangkok Prep!

Towards the end of Term 1 all of our students in Years 1 – 6 had the 
immense privilege of hearing a series of live performances by the finest 
woodwind ensemble in Thailand: the Sawasdee Woodwind Quintet. 
Students enjoyed the ensemble’s performance of Prokofiev’s masterpiece 
Peter and the Wolf, which tells the famous fable through music and 
introduces the unique sounds of instruments such as the Flute, Horn, 
Clarinet, Bassoon and Oboe. Each of these instruments represent a 
character in the story. A few lucky students then had the chance to ask 
the Quintet some questions. 

Lisa Morgan
Head of Primary Music 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

As a further commitment to our environmental action plans, 
Bangkok Prep hosted the ‘Growing Green’ Recycling Contest 
throughout Term 1 and 2, which allowed our community members 
to recycle and win prizes.

Our student volunteers underwent training with Trash Lucky to 
ensure the smooth running of the programme. Students that 
participated in the contest sorted household recyclable items at 
home, and then dropped them off at school, earning themselves 
‘Lucky Draw’ tickets and the chance to win prizes up to a value 
of ฿14,000.

The Growing Green Recycling Programme is sponsored by SIG 
Combibloc and managed by Trash Lucky.

Primary Eco Team

Trash Lucky
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Bangkok Prep Drive to Create 
Sustainable Sports Uniforms

Bangkok Prep is driving the use of sustainable fabric in its new 
range of sports uniforms – which are made-to-order fabrics 
created from 100% recycled PET plastic bottles.

It all started six years ago, when members of the Student Council 
expressed their concerns over plastic rubbish found on the playing 
fields. From there, Bangkok Prep joined the Eco-Schools award 
scheme which is one of the child-led initiatives and student-
centred approaches to environmental learning at Bangkok Prep. 
Three years later, through much hard work and a visit from Eco-
Schools, Bangkok Prep became the 1st school in Thailand, and 
2nd in the world, to receive the Eco-Schools Green Flag Award 
– which is the highest level of recognition from the Eco-Schools 
organisation. 

“Bangkok Prep’s Eco team has been working continuously to 
promote sustainability within the school,” commented Duncan 
Stonehouse, Head of School. “At the school shop, we have replaced 
plastic wrappers with recycled paper packaging. Everybody in 
the school uses refillable water bottles. We have installed solar 
rooftop panels with block chain-based energy trading within the 
community and many more environmental focused actions taking 
place at our school. This New Balance sustainable sports uniform 
will be our first milestone in bringing sustainability into the school 
uniform range.”

This new multi-year partnership with New Balance, serviced by 
KE Foundation, has pledged to help promote sustainability by 
using sustainable fabrics, supporting a reforestation project with 
16,000 new trees planted every year, using recyclable cardboard 
boxes for the shipping and using no harmful chemicals or PVC 
in accessories. 

New Balance will supply Bangkok Prep with sports uniforms and 
accessories including the PE kit, coach and PE teacher’s uniforms, 

new ‘Bangkok Prep Bulldogs’ sports team uniforms for: Basketball, 
Football, Rugby, Touch Rugby, Volleyball, Badminton, Tennis, Golf, 
Climbing, Netball, Athletics and Cross Country and a sports hat, 
gym and leisure wear, such as hoodies and leggings. 

“New Balance’s quality assurance guarantee will be ensured 
through a fully collaborative process including graphic design, 
high quality fabric, sampling, inspection and delivery. Currently, 
we have 700+ athletes across the whole school competing in 14 
different sports, among the top league of international schools in 
Thailand, and around Asia; in BISAC and FOBISIA events. This PE 
and sportswear collection, in collaboration with New Balance, will 
be a great addition to our sports department, where style meets 
quality and functionality,” stated Michael McFarlane, Director of 
Sport at Bangkok Prep.

Clare Magee, former Bangkok Prep Eco Team leader, had the 
following to add: “Bangkok Prep sees the change of uniforms as 
an excellent opportunity to show that sustainability means more 
than just recycling water bottles, or sending rubbish to recycling 
centres: it’s also about what you wear.”

Extract from Bangkok Post - September 2020.

Bangkok Prep is the first school in Thailand to partner with the 
global athletic leader New Balance to provide sustainable sport 
uniforms and leisurewear. 
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Eco-Schools Green Flag 
Award Presentation

Earlier this year I had the pleasure of accompanying 5 members of the Eco Team to the 
Primary Campus where we were presenting to 2 representatives from the WWF in order to 
renew our Green Flag status.

All of the students did a fantastic job, and I’d like to say a huge thank you to both the fantastic 
Primary and Secondary Eco Teams for getting all the documents together for the presentation 
at such short notice. In particular, I must say a special thank you to Chalisa and Ayami, our 
Year 13 Eco Team Leaders, for creating an amazing presentation and guiding the Eco Team 
through the necessary jobs that needed to be completed.

Lynne Pearson
Secondary Eco Team Leader

One of our school’s goals this year is to 
maintain the Green Flag and keep our 
reputation as an Eco-School. The Green 
Flag is an internationally recognised 
award for excellence in environmental 
action and learning. We want to give 
students the educational program, school 
grounds, and organisational culture to encourage the 
development of environmental awareness to our community. 
Our aim is to try and empower students to change negative 
habits that create bad consequences directly related to the 
environment of the world. We aim to achieve this through 
environmental studies/education and by being aware of the 
different ways we can improve. 

Jarja - Year 12

Here are some of our students’ thoughts and reflections on the day:

The presentation day was really scary 
and exciting. When I arrived at school 
it was exciting because we needed to 
practise our presentation then go to the 
Primary Campus for a tour and present 
to the WWF representatives. When I was 
practising the presentation, it was a bit hard 
to summarise all of the topics, but I got through it. When I 
did my part of the presentation, I did stop at times, but not 
for too long. It was a little scary but overall it was really fun 
to do all of the activities.

Hope - Year 8

ECO UPDATES
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ECO UPDATES

Bangkok Prep has achieved a second round accreditation 
of the Eco-Schools Green Flag Award, in which we were 
the first international school in Thailand to achieve this 
globally recognised award in 2017.

Eco-Schools is the largest global sustainable schools’ 
programme of the Foundation for Environmental 
Education, that aims to empower students to be the 
change our sustainable world needs by engaging them 
in fun, action-orientated, and socially responsible learning.

The recipient of the Green Flag Award must have 
demonstrated, over a significant period of time, dedication 
to sustainable management, combined with a strong 
sense of community supporting and engagement.

Bangkok Prep is also working towards creating our very 
own ECO Head Quarters (HQ), comprising of a bespoke 
centre for sustainability in Bangkrajao. The expected 
completion date of the ECO HQ is June and we look 
forward to sharing more details with you about this 
exciting venture in the near future.

Eco-Schools Green Flag 
Reaccreditation

Bangkok Prep, as the first school in 
Thailand to have achieved this Green 
Flag Award in 2017, has shown us that 
the school could be the leader in the 
education industry in Thailand to drive 
for a sustainable future.

Bangkok Prep has implemented many 
interesting projects for the past few 
years. For example, planting projects, 
eco bricks, green winter fair, recycling 
systems, eco house challenges, a waste 
management project, eco merchandise 
and school uniforms recycling.
 

– Yingyong Vityananan, WWF Thailand.
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ECO UPDATES

ECO HQ on the GO! 

Bangkok Prep is taking our sustainability goal beyond the 
context of the school. The school has been fully committed to 
environmental education and sustainability for many years - with 
the UN Global Goals embedded across our curriculum, we were 
also the 1st school in Thailand to be accredited with the highest 
Eco Schools award - the Green Flag in 2017.

In 2018, the 1st Bangkok Prep Forest School Initiative was 
developed at the Get Growing Community Farm in Bangkrajao. 
The purpose was to enable students to have regular opportunities 
to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through 
hands-on learning experiences in a natural environment. In 
October 2019, we had the honour of hosting the ‘1st in Thailand’ 
UK Forest School Training Level 3 to enable our teachers to 
facilitate outdoor learning and embed it into our thematic 
curriculum.

In 2020, we have found this preserved woodland oasis perfectly 
situated just a 5 minute walk from the pier, conveniently located 
just 500 metres away from the national park and botanical 
garden in Bangkrajao. Our vision is to have our own safe and 
secure forest school - where all of our sustainability actions, 
missions and goals are put into reality.

The school executive board has been very generous in 
greenlighting us to pilot the project, particularly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We have been working closely with the 
ECO Team Leaders for all the requirements to build this new 
forest school, which later was given the name of ECO HQ. The 
construction of our new ECO HQ is expected to commence in 
May 2021 and will be completed, and ready to use, in the 3rd 
Quarter of 2021.

ECO HQ will house an open air pavilion for our school trips, 
indoor teaching and learning activities, an outdoor learning area 
and a nature trail. And, a place where our Eco Schools Green 
Flag will be raised up high as our school’s pride and joy.

Pim Yomnak
Assistant School Director

ECO HQ Project and Construction 
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ECO UPDATES

O-Zone Air Cleaning System 
Installed in Early Years

A new air cleaning and air quality control system has been installed in our 
Early Years classrooms to ensure the cleanliness and safety of our Early Years 
children.

This state of the art system utilises the following features:

•  It reduces the risk of infectious diseases traveling through the air by using 
the same industrial grade air purification system used in hospitals and 
dental clinics.

•  The wind force of 1,700 CMH, equivalent to 3-5 general air purifiers, cleaning 
the air throughout the room for 6-10 cycles per hour (6-10 ACH).

•  It uses the principle of installation of Pre – Air con Filtration to purify the 
air before forwarding it to the air conditioner. Preventing the spread of 
infection.

•  Fresh Air is monitored and controlled to dilute germs and help increase 
the amount of O2. Reduced Co2 in the air helps our youngest learners to 
think more clearly.

•  It removes contaminants in the air, reducing the amount of PM2.5 dust 
more than 10 times.

Lastly, it helps eliminate bacteria, germs, viruses with UV-C lamp sterilisation.

Safety and cleanliness is our top priority!

Duncan Stonehouse 
Head of School

 

Plant A Plant Day 
Campaign 

The Primary Eco Team and staff are continuing to make the school, and the 
world, a greener place.

They have already brightened up the cafeteria as well as removing some toxins 
from the environment by planting air-purifying plants in plant pots made out 
of 24 recycled UHT boxes sponsored by SIG.

The dedicated Primary Eco Team saw to not only the planting of these plants 
but also learning to care for them as well. 

Primary Eco Team



Term 2 2020/21 - PREPAZINE   15

SPORTS

Puppy Cup 
Saturday 28th November saw some of the best Primary School 
swimmers descend upon Bangkok Prep Primary campus, for 
the annual Puppy Cup. As teams filtered into the sports hall, the 
buzz of excitement grew. 12 Teams in total were ready to race!

Before we knew it, the first event was under way, with some of 
the swimmers competing for the FIRST time, beaming smiles of 
pride from Bangkok Prep parents were clear to see.

The sun shone brightly as did the talent and ability in the pool. As 
the day went on many personal bests were achieved and indeed 
school records were broken. The exciting relay races brought the 
competition to a close. All those not selected for this race lined 
up on the poolside to support their team. The atmosphere and 
team spirit was unbelievable!

Once all events were complete, we all nervously made our way to 
the Sports Hall for the final results. Papers were handed back and 
forth and then eventually, Head of Swimming, Coach Ollie took 
to the mic. In Third place – Bangkok Prep Bulldogs!!! An amazing 
achievement by all our young swimmers. On this evidence, the 
future is certainly bright for Prep swimming. 

Bangkok Prep Aquatics Team would like to thank all our 
volunteers, coaches and team managers for their support!

Go Bulldogs!

Ollie Brewer
Head of Aquatics

Bulldog Dash
In October we hosted the very FIRST international schools 
swimming competition of the academic year. You could hear the 
buzz of excitement as all the swimmers filled into the sports hall. 
Right from the very first event our Bulldog swimmers showed great 
ability in the water, it was very hard to tell that, for some this, was 
their first swimming competition. As the morning continued, many 
personal best times were achieved.

Our youngest swimmers led the way in the early heats of session 
two’s first event, laying the pathway for the rest of the team.

We finished the day with the very exciting freestyle relay, all the 
ladies teams dominated this event in the primary age groups, great 
teamwork and spirit shown.

A second placed finish from our Primary Boys’ Team was a just 
reward for all of their efforts. Bangkok Prep managed to come 
away with gold medals in ALL of the female relay teams!!

A fantastic effort from all involved, there was an obvious team 
spirit buzzing through all the swimmers which will serve us all well 
as we go on to further success at future events.

Ollie Brewer
Head of Aquatics
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Book week 2021

During the first week of March, the whole school celebrated Book Week. 
Many events were held throughout the week with fun-filled and educational 
activities taking place across the campuses and guest author talks for 
our students. Other events also included Community Online Storytime, 
Book Vendors in the Undercroft, Get Caught Reading, Library Read Along, 
Roaming Readers, Living Window displays in the library, Stop Everything 
and Read….to name but a few.

Book Week is a wonderful opportunity for us to celebrate reading and share 
our love of books, both at home and at school.

As always, we were delighted with the effort and thought that had gone into 
preparation for this year’s Book Character Parade at Primary and Dress up 
Day at Secondary to cap off a delightful week of Bangkok Prep’s celebration 
of reading.

Reading is a lifelong skill that we should all treasure – keep reading!

SCHOOL EVENTS 
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Seven Ways to Mix Maths  
into Your Child’s Day

Children learn through play and maths is no exception. 
Emma shares practical ideas to apply and make 
maths interesting in your child’s everyday activities. 

Maths is a word that can conjure up a variety of responses. Many 
people think that maths needs to be rigid or book-based but 
with small children active games and conversations are key. The 
stigma attached to maths can be easily dispelled before it arises 
by integrating maths into children’s everyday lives; in fun ways, that 
your child will not even notice they are ‘doing’ maths! By mixing 
maths into your daily routines children are exposed and introduced 
to mathematical concepts and their skills are developed. There are 
a variety of ways to support early number recognition, counting, 
awareness of shapes and comparing sizes from the moment your 
child wakes right through to bedtime. 

1. Where do I live? (Develops Number Recognition)

Looking at the numbers on your front door introduces children to 
numbers that hold personal significance. They can recognise these 
numbers and use them in other scenarios or settings. Walking 
along your corridor or street and noticing the numbers on other 
front doors or gates help to bring numbers to life and familiarise 
children with a variety of numbers. 

2. How many floors? (Develops Counting and Number 
Recognition)

Many families live in condos or apartments (if not this game works 
in shopping malls too). When entering an elevator children will 
often be fascinated by the buttons. This can spark an interest in 
the numbers on them and you can play games of recognising the 
numbers on the buttons while you ride in the elevator. In addition, 
you can count as the elevator screen displays the current floor 
numbers, encouraging the child to count along. This will support 
your child’s early stages of counting and recognition. You could 
also sing the elevator song (to the tune of 1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught 
a fish alive),

1,2,3,4,5   So many floors to get up high.

6,7,8,9,10  Reach the top and go down again. 

3. One for you and one for me. (Develops Sharing Amounts and 
Subtraction)

When eating a tasty snack, helping children to see simple concepts 
such as amounts in a group and sharing them helps to support 
the early concept of division, along with developing your child’s 
personal, social and emotional development linked to sharing. 
When cutting up a carrot or other snack into slices or pieces, ask 
your child to play one for you and one for me, by placing equal 

amounts of the snack on a plate for each person. Then look at how 
many each person has and if it is the same. Another fun activity 
to support early subtraction is to eat a piece of snack and count 
how many are left. You can repeat this as many times as you like 
until there are ‘zero’ pieces of snack!

4. Shape Hunt. (Develops Shape Recognition and Identification)

Finding shapes in a variety of ways and in real-life situations 
supports early awareness of shapes in the environment. When 
travelling on the BTS or by car, you and your child could spot 
shapes inside the vehicle (windows that are rectangles, lights that 
are circles etc). This can also transfer into a shopping trip. Look at 
what shapes the packages of the groceries you are buying are and 
identify these. You and your child can search for specific shapes 
as you shop and can find out which shape you saw the most. If 
you are at home you can go on a shape hunt around your house, 
finding as many squares, rectangles, circles or triangles as possible. 

5. Sorting Toys. (Develops Size Comparison and Measuring)

While playing with your child and their toys, look at the sizes of 
the toys. Can you sort the building bricks from longest to shortest 
or the soft toys from tallest to smallest? This will begin to open up 
your child’s awareness of measuring and sizes. This can also be 
transferred to mark making tools or food, can you find the short 
crayon or which pencil is longer? Can you bite the carrot stick to 
make it shorter or which vegetable is longer? These questions will 
also encourage critical thinking and reasoning skills.

6. Making a Sundial. (Develops an Awareness of Time)

In an outside area where you live, draw a circle with chalk on the 
floor. Your child stands in the circle and creates a shadow from 
the sun. Draw around the shadow your child makes on the floor. 
At different times of the day revisit the area and mark the shadow 
again. Children will be fascinated to see how the shadow has 
moved and how this represents the sun’s position. This will begin 
to open up your child’s thinking related to time moving on and 
changes in time throughout a day. 

7. Bathtime Fun. (Develops Capacity and Measuring)

When it comes to the end of the day, bathtime can be a truly 
enjoyable moment for your child to unwind from the day and 
prepare for a positive night’s sleep. Using a variety of containers, 
such as recycled bottles, plastic pots or cups, let your child explore 
by filling the containers with water and emptying them. This early 
exploration of water and different shaped and sized containers will 
help to develop your child’s awareness of measuring and capacity. 
They will begin to see when the container is full, empty or half full, 
as well as which containers hold more or less water. This learning 
experience could transfer into the swimming pool, paddling pool, 
shower or a small water play area on a balcony. 

Playing simple games and exposing children from a young 
age enables them to be immersed in skills and learning that 
directly feeds into their development. Starting them off with the 
foundations of mathematical concepts indirectly, whilst having fun!

Emma Gricmanis
Head of Early Years 

(article originally published on bambiweb.org) 

SCHOOL NEWS 
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ALUMNI UPDATES

Alumni Highlight 
Jeffrey Does it All!

Jeffrey Pangputhipong was part of Bangkok Prep’s first graduating 
class back in 2012. For A Levels, Jeff studied Art, Design & Technology 
and ICT. Jeff describes his time at Bangkok Prep as the best time of 
his Bangkok life and how being in a small school community made 
him feel at home. 

He also highlights how the school allowed him to make lifelong 
and meaningful friendships. Moreover, he shares that Bangkok Prep 
allowed him to discover his artistic style and love for typography which 
prepared him well for university life.

After leaving Bangkok Prep, Jeff went to Central Saint Martins, 
University of The Arts, London to study Fashion Communication and 
Promotion. Jeff shares the story of how Christian Louboutin visited the 
university in search of a student intern. Talented Jeff was chosen and 
got the opportunity to go to Paris for a year where he worked closely 
with the Visual Identity team for Christian Louboutin. 

The iconic half-man-half-octopus design by Jeff caught the attention of 
Christian and soon became the window display for Christian Louboutin 
in New York, Milan and all over the world. 

Jeff returned to Bangkok and worked for Polyplus Entertainment where 
he did stage design and also did various freelancing jobs. Currently, 
Jeff has his own brand called @jeffreybangkok and is also working 
with the creative team for White Fox GMM Grammy. 

We are very proud to have a talented artist and outstanding achiever 
alumni like Jeff. To all the future Bangkok Prep alumni, let this be an 
inspiration for you to follow your dreams and pursue what you are 
truly passionate about.

Thank you Jeff for sharing your inspiring story. If anyone wants to 
share their experience, please feel free to contact us at shalinim@
bkkprep.ac.th or send us a message on Instagram / Facebook @
bangkokprepalumni. 

Shalini Malhotra (Sharon) 
Alumni Relations Officer

Class of 2015
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 "I want to learn medical techniques

used internationally and come back

which allows me to transfer my

knowledge in helping the patients or

even the future doctors."

Head Boy &  
Head Girl - 
University Offers 

Congratulations to our Year 13 Head Girl Natt, who 
has already received offers from The University of 
Nottingham, UK, Srinakharinwirot University, and 
Thammasat University.

“I’m looking forward and excited to study 
biomedical sciences for the first three years in the 
UK before I come back and learn the clinical stage 
here in Thailand. Currently, I have an interest in 
dermatology and anti-aging medical care where I 
want to have my own hospital in the future! I want 
to learn medical techniques used internationally 
and come back which allows me to transfer my 
knowledge in helping the patients or even the 
future doctors”.

Congratulations to our Year 13 Head Boy Marco, 
who has received offers from Durham University, 

University of Edinburgh, University of Manchester, University of York and 
Thammasat University to study Law.

“I hope to be able to go overseas to study Law in the UK and gain at least 5-6 
years of work experience at some of the top law firms in the world, particularly 
Magic Circle Law firms.”

Please follow us on Facebook for more news on university offers from our Year 13’s.
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Bangkok Prep X SHARGE
New EV Charging Station Project at Thong Lor Campus

In 2019, Bangkok Prep became the first international school in 
Thailand to have a SHARGE Electric Vehicle charging station 
installed at our Secondary Campus, which can be used with all 
electric vehicles.

We are delighted to announce that SHARGE will launch another 
EV charging station, during the summer, and will be located on 
the land connected to our Primary Campus, Sukhumvit 53, in 
collaboration with Audi Thailand.

It will house a showroom for the new Audi e-tron, a stand-alone 
EV station, high power output and AC charging as well as a coffee 
shop. Bangkok Prep parents with electric vehicles will enjoy the 
benefits of this new car park and charging outlet in the next 
academic year. We are working in partnership with SHARGE and 
Audi Thailand and look forward to bringing you more details on 
the benefits for our parents soon.

#bangkokprepXsharge #greencommunity




